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Change is difficult. Ok, there’s that “C” word again! Perhaps there is no other word
in the life of the church that brings about more angst and agitation, anxiety and anticipation, as the word change. As we have proceeded into our life as an Acts 16:5
church, and as the Vision Team has continued to attempt to discern what God has in
store for us, we have indeed undergone some changes. Our worship space looks
different. Our worship service has taken on some new life. Our Session has been
realigned and restructured. We have explored new ways of studying the Bible and
this life of faith.
And through all of these changes, we still try to hear God speaking to us in that still
small voice.
June brings about a new opportunity to explore something different, and that is our
much-anticipated new summer schedule. As June 3rd nears, and the implementation of this new schedule approaches, I want to share some thoughts with you as we begin this new venture together.
First of all, please know that this was not entered into in haste and not without much thought and prayer. The Vision Team explored many, many options as we thought about and prayed about our entire Sunday morning experience. The Session also, took much time in discerning where God was leading us, and listened carefully to the feedback that was received from the congregation.
There is certainly the realization that this new summer schedule will not be convenient for all of us. There may be
some hardships in getting up a little earlier or changing our normal Sunday morning routines. I expect some of
those myself. But in considering all possible outcomes, the Session felt that the possible positive outcomes outweighed the negative. And, if you are one of those who may not be totally in favor of this new summer schedule,
the least you can do is give it a shot! Who knows, you may find that you like it! If you’re not going to take advantage of the new Sunday school offerings, then you may find that you like getting out a little earlier and having
the whole day to rest and relax or do whatever you do on a Sunday. That’s really all we ask – to give it a shot. Maybe this is God’s way of getting us all to stretch a little bit and to try something new.
On the other hand, if you are kind of excited about this new possibility, rejoice! It’s almost here! And you can help
by helping all of us take advantage of this opportunity to try something new – to stretch our wings – to explore
some new avenues, and to not be so afraid of that “C” word!
Our worship for the summer will be a little more relaxed and less formal as well. My intention is to not wear a robe.
As we continue for the summer without a choir director, the choir will take the summer off and be in the congregation as well. Our worship will be filled with more music, and hopefully will continue to be a joyous gift to our Lord.
And then, our new Adult Sunday school class is sure to be challenging and engaging as we go Beyond the Sermon,
exploring more in-depth our sermon topic and text each week. There will be space available in each Sunday’s bulletin to take notes and jot down questions or thoughts to take to the class that will follow.
So, lot’s of new stuff going on. I’m excited about the possibilities that God has in store for us, and I
hope you are too.
Grace & Peace,
John
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YOUR CHURCH STAFF & LEADERS
Pastor: John W. Johnson
Parish Associate: James M. Rissmiller
Director of Music Ministries:
Parish Nurse: Lois Bazhaw
Office Administrator: Lynn Beard
Child Care Coordinator: Michelle Watkins
Officers and Leaders
Lindsey Brown
Rebecca Elliott
Carolyn Campbell
Rollie Garcia
Jeff Hale
Debbie Johnson
Sandy Jones
Laura Maher
Betty Rissmiller
Bonnie Maready: Interim Clerk of Session
Tim Maher: Church Treasurer

Sign up in the narthex
for refreshments for
Coffee & Conversation
And
For flowers for the
Sanctuary

Each Sunday
9:15 – 9:45 a.m.
Prayer Concerns

Please Note: The office makes every effort to keep this list current and accurate. We need your
help to insure that. If you know of changes, additions, or deletions, please let the office know
as soon as possible. We can all help in keeping each other informed.
Peggy Pope

Kaitlyn Watkins

Dot Patat
Jo Anne Jennings
Larry Murren
Ann Collins
Family of Betsy Waugh
Gauge Humphrey

Fran Cuthbertson

Bob and Ann Huffine

‘Cile Gorman

Erich Bordne

Pat Magnuson

Virginia Cornet

Kelly Bottoms (friend of
Lindsey Brown)
Helen Hall’s daughter

Maxine Heath

Family of Bonnie Evans

Georgia Renfrow

Family of Marjorie McGuire
Pamela Klutz

Family of Lynn Beard

Doreen Jones
Family of Fern Rismiller
Mary Jane & Bob Phillips

Homebound Communion
Homebound Communion is offered a minimum of twice per year – during Lent and
Advent. Any person wishing to receive communion at other times than these is
welcome to call the church office to make the request.
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April 2012 Treasurer’s Report

Birthdays
2
5
12
12
15
15
15
17
17
20
20
26

Allan Freidel
Georgia Renfrow
Bonnie Maready
Fred Renfrow
Marge Zeliff
Mack Ballard
Linda Crabtree
Michelle Jones
Dan Moran
Marian Maready
Jay Elliott
Tim Maher

Anniversaries
6
19
20
22
26
30

Linda & Perry Crabtree
Betty & Julian Rogers
Tammy & Jeff Hale
Garth & Inky Payne
David & Rosemary
Battle
Rollie & Ashley Garcia

April Budgeted Income
April Actual Income
Surplus (Deficit)

$9,465.37
$16,934.85
$7,469.48

April Budgeted Expenses

$12,743.36

April Actual Expenses

$12,699.74

Surplus (Deficit)

$43.62

Year-to-Date Budgeted Income

$42,435.56

Year-to-Date Actual Income

$44,993.82

Year-to-Date Surplus (Deficit)

$2,558.26

Year-to-Date Budgeted Expenses

$57,550.53

Year-to-Date Actual Expenses

$53,688.58

Year-to-Date Surplus (Deficit)

$3,861.95

Year-to-Date Overall Budget (Deficit)

($15,114.97)

Year-to-Date Overall Actual (Deficit)

($8,694.76)

Year-to-Date Overall Surplus (Deficit)

$6,420.21

G.U.M Food of the Month
June – Dried Beans
Please place your non-perishable
items in the container marked “GUM
Food of the Month” in the Narthex.
Pennies for Hunger
Third Sunday – June 17th
Come forward during the final hymn
during worship with your donations
to this most worthy cause.
Pastor’s Discretionary Fund
June 2012
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Your Session met for its regular monthly stated meeting on Sunday afternoon, May 20 th. Here are some highlights:


Heard the Financial Report from Tim, including some positive news concerning the response to the requests for increased giving.



Heard reports from the following:



o

Vision Team – reminder about new summer schedule beginning in June / presented idea for some
further rearranging of sanctuary to enhance worship

o

Outreach – Laura shared progress on Community Garden, including tilling/plowing that was done,
and plans for tilling in compost when it is delivered / approved a recommendation to distribute
door hangers with information about church in local neighborhood / approximately 100 to be distributed

o

Worship – summer schedule updated / liturgist sign-up passed around

o

Congregational Care – Fellowship Brunch schedule was distributed and filled out / reminder about
Church in the Park on June 24th / Rebecca suggested an outing to Greensboro Grasshoppers on
June 9th, which was agreed to

o

Discipleship – Adult class will begin new Beyond the Sermon series in June

o

Missions – some concern over drop-off in food donations

o

Administration – Betty distributed plans concerning process for beginning search for new music director / 2012 budget was approved as presented / discussion about ongoing budget concerns as we
move toward 2013 budget planning

Other – Rebecca reported on meeting of Salem Presbytery / Rebecca Elliott and Sandy Jones were elected
as Session members of the Nominating Committee / Session approved calling a Congregational Meeting for
June 10th to elect Nominating Committee, including congregational at-large member

June Worship Themes
Date

Lectionary Texts

Sermon Topic

Hymns

June 3
Communion

Isaiah 6:1-8; Psalm 29;
Romans 8:12-17;
John 3:1-17

Is Anyone Else
Confused?

TBA

June 10

I Samuel 8:4-11 (12-15), 16-20;
Psalm 138; II Corinthians 4:13-5:1;
Mark 3:20-35
I Samuel 15:34-16:13; Psalm 20;
II Corinthians 5:6-10, 14-17;
Mark 4:26-34
I Samuel 17:32-49; Psalm 9:9-20;
II Corinthians 6:1-13;
Mark 4:35-41

Build a Bridge and Get
Over It

TBA

TBA

TBA

Sherry Moves Home for
a While

TBA

June 17

June 24
Church in the
Park
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Vacation Bible School
July 29-August 2
Fellowship Presbyterian
Church
More info to come
Here’s news of what’s happening in our
Faith community over the next couple
of months:


New summer schedule for Sunday mornings begins on June 3rd
and runs through August 26th.



Greensboro Grasshoppers baseball game outing is June 9th at
7:00.



John will be in Montreat June 15-23 attending three events: The Union Family Reunion
(alumni event for Union Seminary), meeting of the Planning Team for the ATS-PSCE Centennial Celebration, and the Worship & Music Conference.



Church in the Park is set for Sunday, June 24th at Triad Park (straight out Friendly/Market
about 8.7 miles)



John will be serving as a commissioner to the 220th meeting of the General Assembly of
the Presbyterian Church (USA) in Pittsburgh June 29-July 7.



Our summer worship will be a little less formal than normal – as we begin our search for a
organist/choir director, the choir will be taking a break for the summer / John will not be
wearing a robe / we will be exploring some new ways of joyfully worshipping our God!



Vacation Bible School (children & adults) will be held jointly with Fellowship Presbyterian
(on New Garden Rd.) from July 29-August 2. Sign-up and more information will be coming soon.



Our own Community Garden continues to take shape. Compost has been added and
more will be happening over the few weeks. Stay tuned!
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Beginning on June 3rd, and running through August, our Adult Sunday
school class will take on a new look and new format as we go Beyond
the Sermon. Led and facilitated by our dedicated team of teachers,
each session will look at that particular Sunday’s scripture text and
sermon to initiate what will most assuredly be some lively and engaging discussion. In addition, there will
be space provided in each Sunday’s bulletin for note-taking regarding the sermons and questions that
you might have as we move to the class following worship each Sunday.
Everyone is invited to take advantage of this unique opportunity to explore further our sermon topics
each Sunday. How often has there been something said during the sermon, or something that triggers a
thought or question that you would want to delve into a little deeper? Now you have an opportunity to
do that.
If you are a regular attendee of the class, we know you will enjoy this new format. If you have not been
for a while, or have not previously participated, now is a great opportunity to give it a try! Following worship, which will end around 10:45, and a brief time of fellowship and transition, we will gather in the parlor
at 11:00 each Sunday, and will wrap everything up by noon.
We Presbyterians affirm the idea that Christian Education is a lifelong process. We can all learn something more about this life of faith. Don’t let this opportunity pass you by. Take advantage – and grow!
Are you ready for some baseball???!!!! Our own Greensboro
Grasshoppers are having a great season, and it’s time for us to
go support our team and have a great night at the ballpark.
Mark your calendars for Saturday, June 9th at 7:00 p.m. as we
meet at NewBridge Bank Ballpark in downtown Greensboro as
the Hoppers take on Lexington. The cost is only $10.00 per
person, and the deadline for payment is Tuesday, June 5th.
Rebecca Elliott needs to have your money in hand by that
date to order the tickets.
So come on out for a fun night at the ballpark, to join your Faith friends for this time of fellowship and the
great American pastime! Go Grasshoppers!!
Don’t forget that our annual Church in the Park is scheduled for Sunday, June 24th at
10:30 a.m. Just as we did last year, we will gather at Triad Park, which is straight out
Friendly, turning right on Market at the end of Friendly, about 8.7 miles from the
church.
As usual, fried chicken will be provided, and you will provide other dishes. Please
sign up in the narthex and indicate whether you will be bringing salad, veggies,
or dessert. Don’t miss out on this annual fun time of fellowship, great food,
CHURCH
and worshipping in the great creation that God has given to us!
IN THE PARK
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

2

8:00 pm – Narcotics
Anonymous

3
9:15 – Coffee & Conversation
9:45 – Worship
w/Communion
10:45 – Fellowship
11:00 – Sunday School

4
6:00 – Tar Heel
Chorus
6:30 – Health Ministries Committee

10
9:15 – Coffee & Conversation
9:45 – Worship
10:45 – Fellowship
11:00 – Sunday School

11
6:00 – Tar Heel
Chorus

17
9:15 – Coffee & Conversation
9:45 – Worship – Jim
Preaching
10:45 – Fellowship
11:00 – Sunday School

18
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19

26
9:00 – Staff Mtg.
9:00 – Parish Nurse
10:00 – Chair Exercise
7:00 pm Boy Scouts
7:00 pm – Theology
on Tap

7
7:00 pm – Vision
Team
8:00 pm – Narcotics
Anonymous

13

14
8:00 pm – Narcotics
Anonymous

20

9:00 – Staff Mtg.
9:00 – Parish Nurse
10:00 – Chair Exercise
7:00 Boy Scouts
7:00 pm – Theology
on Tap

25
6:00 – Tar Heel
Chorus

6

9:00 – Staff Mtg.
9:00 – Parish Nurse
10:00 – Chair Exercise
7:00 pm – Boy
Scouts
7:00 pm – Theology
on Tap

6:00 – Tar Heel
Chorus

24
10:30 - CHURCH IN
THE PARK – Covered
Dish

5
9:00 – Staff Mtg.
9:00 – Parish Nurse
10:00 – Chair Exercise
11:00 – WOC Circle
of Faith Meeting
7:00 pm Boy Scouts
7:00 pm – Theology
on Tap

21
8:00 pm – Narcotics
Anonymous

27

28
8:00 pm – Narcotics
Anonymous

8
8:00 pm – Narcotics
Anonymous

9
7:00 p.m. - Grasshopper Game

15

16

8:00 pm – Narcotics
Anonymous

22

23

8:00 pm – Narcotics
Anonymous

29

30

8:00 pm – Narcotics
Anonymous
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Theology on Tap
7:00 each Tuesday
Evening
Elizabeth’s Pizza (Quaker Village)

Summer Sunday Schedule
June 3 – August 26
9:15 – Coffee & Conversation
9:45 – Worship
11:00 – Sunday School

Sunday, June 24
10:30 a.m.
CHURCH
IN THE PARK
June 2012
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where is the break

Dear Faith Friends,
Surveys! They are not my favorite thing to do. But this week that is just what I was asked to
do, complete a “Health Ministries - Risk Management Survey” for the church’s insurance company.
Much of it was straight forward: Nursing license, driver’s license, professional liability insurance, job
description, etc. The one that stumped me for a minute asked, “Does the congregation have a policy
regarding the confidentiality of information from your health ministry?” I decided that an inclusive
policy would be best and this is my suggestion; policy for health information:


The members of Faith Presbyterian Church will be mindful of their fellow member’s privacy.
In so doing, members will not share health information without first asking permission to do
so.

It’s simple to do. You just ask the person if you may share information with others. I often ask,
“What would you like me to say?” Some people tell, “You can say whatever you want” and others
say, “Just tell them I’m doing OK.” Other people don’t want anything said and that is their right. If
you have questions, please see me and we’ll talk.
A reminder to the Health Ministry Committee: we will be meeting June 4th at 6:30 PM in the
Parlor. This is going to be an important planning meeting. I look forward to having as many members present as we can.
Events:
Lois is in office on Tuesdays from 9 AM to 1PM.
Chair exercise is on Tuesdays at 10:00 AM in the Fellowship Hall. We are growing in numbers.
Why not come and join the fun.
Blessings,

Lois
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LOU GEHRIG’S DISEASE OR ALS
By
Betty L. Brewer
For those of us not in the medical profession, Lou Gehrig’s Disease or ALS may be the only terms by
which most of us have any awareness of a rare, but an extremely serious, neurological disease. ALS stands
for amyotropic lateral sclerosis, a disease which attacks the nerve cells that enable you to control voluntary
muscle movement. As the nerve cells (motor neurons) in the brain, brainstem, and spinal cord degenerate
and die, they can no longer pass messages to the muscles, which, in turn, begin to weaken and waste away.
(NINDS) Eventually, control over voluntary movement is lost, affecting ability “…to move, speak, eat and
breathe.” (MayoClinic; NINDS) Life expectancy is severely reduced. Respiratory failure is the common cause
of death, within 3 to 5 years from the time symptoms first begin. However, there are those who survive for
10 or more years.
Typically about 5,000 people are diagnosed with this disease each year; it is estimated that there are
about 20,000 to 30,000 with ALS in the US. (NINDS) It is a rare disease and it requires considerable testing,
which may take as much as a year, to receive a definite diagnosis of ALS. Because researchers have been unable to identify any indicators shared by all those with ALS, it is very difficult to diagnosis quickly. Additionally, it shares symptoms with other diseases, which doctors must rule out. Further, the disease appears to occur randomly in 90 to 95% of cases; in 5 to 10% of the cases, there is a family history of the disease.
Obviously, the most common symptoms of ALS are muscle-related: muscle weakness in an arm or leg
or feet; clumsiness in a hand or foot/leg; muscle cramps or twitching affecting muscles in one or more areas;
trouble swallowing; slurred speech; difficulty swallowing; tripping or stumbling more than usual. (MayoClinic;
NINDS) As the disease progresses, problems in these areas increase in severity and encompass additional
parts of the body. The rate of deterioration varies by individual but the ultimate result will be that most of
the body will be impacted, affecting, as noted earlier, ability to move, eat and breathe. Eventually the patient
will essentially be bed-ridden. However, most will retain their “…ability to see, smell, taste, hear, or recognize touch.” (NINDS)
The most common risk factor for ALS is age. The great majority of ALS patients are males between
the age of 40 and 60. After age 65, men and women have relatively equal representation statistically. ALS
can occur in younger people as well. Heredity appears to be a factor in 5 to 10% of the cases.
Among the tests which are commonly used in diagnosing ALS are the electromyogram, which
measures electrical discharges in the muscles, and a nerve conduction study, which measures “…the
strength and speed of nerve signals.” (MayoClinic) More typical tests include an MRI, blood and urine tests,
and muscle biopsy. (MayoClinic)
Researchers have not conclusively identified factors causing or increasing the likelihood for the motor
neurons to degenerate and die. Factors under study include smoking, lead exposure, military service, and certain brain chemicals, such as glutamate. (MayoClinic, NINDS)
There is no cure for ALS. Treatment basically involves making the patient as comfortable as possible
at each stage of progression of the disease. This means that the patient’s family and primary caregiver will
need access to support from a range of health care personnel, including “…physicians; pharmacists; physical,
occupational, and speech therapists; nutritionists; social workers; and home care and hospice nurses.”
(NINDS) ALS support groups, if they are available in your area, can be an important resource for the patient
and the caregiver.
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Healthwise Kids
For I will restore health to you and your wounds I will heal, says the Lord. Jer: 30.17

You are wrestling with your brother on the carpet and you feel your knee burning. You
have a “rug burn”. It’s an abrasion.
Cuts, scratches, and abrasions are a part of growing up. Let’s find out more about them.
 Cuts: These are injuries to the skin caused by something sharp, like a knife.
 Scratches: These are slight injuries that happen when a sharp object, like a fingernail or
thorn, scrapes along your skin the way a pencil scrapes across paper.
 Abrasions: This is a scrape that happens when the skin is rubbed away; like the rugburn . Your injury may bleed. The platelets in your blood stick together (like glue) at
the site of the wound and form a clot to keep blood and other fluids from leaking out.
The clot dries to form a scab which protects the area so new skin cells underneath can
have time to heal.
What Should You Do if You Get a Cut or Scratch?
Start by pressing a clean, soft cloth against the wound to stop the bleeding. Then wash the
wound with warm water and soap. Let your parents know. They might want to use an antibacterial ointment and a bandage.
This information came from KidsHealth.org. Maybe your parents will allow you to go on
that website to learn even more.
Have a safe summer.

Miss Lois
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FAITH PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
6309 W. FRIENDLY AVE.
GREENSBORO, NC 27410
336.292.5704
Email: office@faithpresgso.org
Website: www.faithpresgso.org
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

JUNE RESPONSIBILITIES
Elders of the Month – Laura Maher and Sandy Jones
Ushers: Vacant – Sign up in Church office

We are a loving faith family
Worshipping and serving God
And testifying in word and deed
As disciples of Jesus Christ
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