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By the time you read this I will be in Pittsburgh, assuming my role as one of 668
commissioners to the 220th Meeting of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian
Church (USA). Ever since I attended my first assembly as an observer I wanted to
serve my church in this special way, and I am thrilled that I now have the opportunity
to represent Salem Presbytery, as well as Faith Presbyterian as the church gathers to
tend to its business.
Even though there is much business to attend to, there is also a great emphasis on
worship. And the few times I have attended, I have found the opening worship of
General Assembly to be one of the most uplifting and joyous occasions imaginable.
In addition to the commissioners that are present, there are large numbers of others
attending, from presbytery and synod staffs, to denominational officials, to advisory
delegates, to observers, to vendors and exhibitors, to seminary staff and officials, and many other interested parties. So all total, when we gather for worship on the afternoon of June 30 th, there will probably be upwards of 4000
people in attendance. What a memorable experience to worship with such a diverse group of people in such an
amazing setting.
The assembly will take place at the convention center in Pittsburgh, overlooking the banks of the Allegheny River.
Following worship on Saturday afternoon, we will convene on Saturday evening for the first order of business,
which will be to elect the moderator of the denomination, who will serve in this capacity for the next two years. I
have read detailed information about each of the four candidates, and am looking forward to hearing each of them
speak of how they would serve the church if elected.
I look forward to worshipping in one of the local Presbyterian churches in Pittsburgh on Sunday morning, followed
by more assembly business, before gathering for the work of the 20 committees on Monday morning. I am serving
on committee number 3 – GA Procedures. As I understand it this committee is responsible for making sure everything happens “decently and in order” and in accordance with our Book of Order. The 20 committees will consider
some 115 resolutions and overtures, not to mention commissioner overtures that are sure to be presented. Some
will consider some controversial issues, while others deal with more of the nuts and bolts issues.
If you have any interest in following the work of the assembly there are a couple of websites that you can visit. If
you go to www.pcusa.org/ga220, this will give you an overall look at the assembly. If you go to www.pc-biz.org, your
can actually follow the business of the assembly live and in real time. You can
look at the work of each committee, the overtures that each will consider, and
how the votes on these overtures are coming out.
So, as I prepare for this exciting adventure, I want to thank you for giving me
the time to serve my church in this special way. I look forward to sharing my
experiences with you on my return and I know that what I experience in Pittsburgh will enhance greatly my ministry here with you at Faith. I covet you
prayers not only for me, but for our dear church as we all move forward as disciples of our Lord.
Grace & Peace,
John
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FAITH PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
YOUR CHURCH STAFF & LEADERS
Pastor: John W. Johnson
Parish Associate: James M. Rissmiller
Director of Music Ministries:
Parish Nurse: Lois Bazhaw
Office Administrator: Lynn Beard
Child Care Coordinator: Michelle Watkins
Officers and Leaders
Lindsey Brown
Rebecca Elliott
Carolyn Campbell
Rollie Garcia
Jeff Hale
Debbie Johnson
Sandy Jones
Laura Maher
Betty Rissmiller
Bonnie Maready: Interim Clerk of Session
Tim Maher: Church Treasurer

Sign up in the narthex
for refreshments for
Coffee & Conversation
And
For flowers for the
Sanctuary

Each Sunday
9:15 – 9:45 a.m.
Prayer Concerns

Please Note: The office makes every effort to keep this list current and accurate. We need your help
to insure that. If you know of changes, additions, or deletions, please let the office know as soon as
possible. We can all help in keeping each other informed.
Peggy Pope
Dot Patat
Jo Anne Jennings
Mrs. Maready
Larry Murren
Family of Betsy Waugh
Gauge Humphrey

Caitlyn Watkins
‘Cile Gorman
Virginia Cornet
Ann Collins
Family of Bonnie Evans
Family of Marjorie McGuire
Mary Jane & Bob Phillips

Fran Cuthbertson
Erich Bordne
Kelly Bottoms (Lindsey’s
friend)
Helen Hall’s daughter
Georgia Renfrow
Family of Lynn Beard

Bob and Ann Huffine
Pat Magnuson
Maxine Heath
Pamela Klutz
Doreen Jones
Family of Fern Rissmiller
Rebecca Elliott’s grandmother

Homebound Communion
Homebound Communion is offered a minimum of twice per year – during Lent and
Advent. Any person wishing to receive communion at other times than these is
welcome to call the church office to make the request.
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May 2012 Treasurer’s Report
May Budgeted Income
May Actual Income
Surplus (Deficit)

Birthdays
1
2
17
18
21
30

Lauris Connolly
Roy Christiansen
Debbie Johnson
John Wilson
Mary Jane Phillips
Pat Pate

$9,465.33
$12,105.71
$2,640.38

May Budgeted Expenses

$12,743.14

May Actual Expenses

$11,891.76

Surplus (Deficit)

$851.38

Year-to-Date Budgeted Income

$46,982.21

Year-to-Date Actual Income

$51,800.82

Year-to-Date Surplus (Deficit)

$4,818.61

Year-to-Date Budgeted Expenses

$63,716.58

Year-to-Date Actual Expenses

$55,289.40

Year-to-Date Surplus (Deficit)

$8,427.18

Year-to-Date Overall Budget (Deficit)

($16,734.37)

Year-to-Date Overall Actual (Deficit)

($3,488.58)

Year-to-Date Overall Surplus (Deficit)

$13,245.79

G.U.M Food of the Month
July – Canned Meat
Please place your non-perishable
items in the container marked “GUM
Food of the Month” in the Narthex.
Pennies for Hunger
Third Sunday – July 15th
Come forward during the final hymn
during worship with your donations
to this most worthy cause.
Pastor’s Discretionary Fund
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Your Session met for its regular monthly stated meeting on Sunday afternoon, June 10 th. Here are some highlights:


Heard the Financial Report from Tim, including some positive news concerning the response to the requests for increased giving.



Heard reports from the following:



o

Vision Team – will meet again on June 13th / continuing to evaluate programs

o

Outreach – Laura reported the next step in the garden is to plant seeds or plants. Soil amendments are in place to be added. A distribution of 100 door hangers promoting Faith Presbyterian
Church took place during the month.

o

Worship – fill-in musicians are in place for most of the summer / a sign-up for worship leadership
was distributed

o

Congregational Care – fun and successful outing to the Greensboro Grasshoppers game / final
plans for Church in the Park on June 24th are in place

o

Discipleship – new series with new schedule has begun with significantly increased attendance

o

Administration – Betty distributed plans concerning process for beginning search for new music director / Lindsey Brown will serve on HR committee / discussion concerning bereavement leave for
staff and policy for paid/unpaid vacation days / the contract with our Parish Associate, Rev. Jim
Rissmiller was renewed for one year.

Other – John updated the Session on his plans and preparation to be a commissioner to the meeting of the
General Assembly of the PCUSA June 29-July 7.

July Worship Themes
Date

Lectionary Texts

Sermon Topic

Hymns

July 1
Communion

II Samuel 1:1, 17-27; Psalm 130;
II Corinthians 8:7-15;
Mark 5:21-43

TBA

TBA

July 8

II Samuel 5:1-5, 9-10; Psalm 48;
II Corinthians 12:2-10;
Mark 6:1-13
II Samuel 6:1-5, 12b-19; Psalm 24;
Ephesians 1:3-14;
Mark 6:14-29
II Samuel 7:1-14a; Psalm 89:20-37;
Ephesians 2:11-22;
Mark 6:30-34, 53-56
II Samuel 11:1-15; Psalm 14;
Ephesians 3:14-21;
John 6:1-21

The Church at Work

Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing
There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy
Lord, You Give the Great Commission
Come, Worship God
I Danced in the Morning
Blessed Assurance, Jesus is Mine
The God of Abraham Praise
Dear Lord and Father of Mankind
Christ is Made the Sure Foundation
TBA

July 15

July 22

July 29

July 2012

The Dance

Strangers and Aliens

TBA
(Elana preaching!)
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Vacation Bible School
July 29-August 2
Fellowship Presbyterian
Church
More info to come
We are excited to have been invited
to share the Vacation Bible School
experience with Fellowship Presbyterian this summer. As noted above,
the dates are July 29-August 2, and it
will take place each evening. There
will be a hot dog supper on Sunday
evening to kick things off.
But we need to do our part to help
out. If you are willing and able to help
out in any way with Vacation Bible
School, please call Lynn at the church
office and she will get your name to
the person in charge at Fellowship
Pres. Basically, any thing you can do
to help out would be appreciated,
such as: teachers assistant, help with
drama, music, arts and crafts, recreation or just about anything else.

BUT WE NEED TO DO OUR PART TO HELP OUT! CALL LYNN
AND VOLUNTEER THESE FEW HOURS FOR OUR CHILDREN!
July 2012
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Continuing through August, our Adult Sunday school class will take on
a new look and new format as we go Beyond the Sermon. Led and
facilitated by our dedicated team of teachers, each session will look at
that particular Sunday’s scripture text and sermon to initiate what will
most assuredly be some lively and engaging discussion. In addition, there will be space provided in each
Sunday’s bulletin for note-taking regarding the sermons and questions that you might have as we move
to the class following worship each Sunday.
Everyone is invited to take advantage of this unique opportunity to explore further our sermon topics
each Sunday. How often has there been something said during the sermon, or something that triggers a
thought or question that you would want to delve into a little deeper? Now you have an opportunity to
do that.
If you are a regular attendee of the class, we know you will enjoy this new format. If you have not been
for a while, or have not previously participated, now is a great opportunity to give it a try! Following worship, which will end around 10:45, and a brief time of fellowship and transition, we will gather in the parlor
at 11:00 each Sunday, and will wrap everything up by noon.
We Presbyterians affirm the idea that Christian Education is a lifelong process. We can all learn something more about this life of faith. Don’t let this opportunity pass you by. Take advantage – and grow!

We are beginning work on our long-awaited pictorial directory! This one will be produced in-house – no backdrop or stiffly posed photos! So, starting with the Fellowship
Brunch on Sunday, July 22, we will be taking candid photos for the new directory. During the brunch, we will ask you to step away for a few moments to be photographed,
so be thinking about where you would like to be photographed. If you miss a Sunday,
we will make arrangements to include you at the August brunch or schedule your photo
separately at a mutually convenient time. We hope to have the directory ready for distribution in the fall.

If you would like to see pictures of our annual Church in the Park, there
are a couple of ways you can do that. On Facebook you can go to
http://www.facebook.com/faithpresgso, and then click on “photos” and
find the album labeled “Church in the Park – 2012.”
Or, you can visit our church website and see the gallery at
http://www.faithpresgso.org/church-in-the-park-2012.
Next month we will publish some of the photos in this newsletter. If you
are viewing this online, just click on the links above.
July 2012
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Sunday

Monday

1

Tuesday

2

Wednesday

3

Thursday

4

Friday

5

Saturday

6

7

General Assembly of PCUSA – John Out

Jim Leading Worship/Guest Preacher
9:15 – Coffee & Conversation
9:45 – Worship &
Communion
11:00 – Sunday School

6:00 – Tar Heel
Chorus

8
9:15 – Coffee & Conversation
9:45 – Worship
11:00 – Sunday School

9
6:00 – Tar Heel
Chorus
6:30 – Health Ministries Committee

15
9:15 – Coffee & Conversation
9:45 – Worship
11:00 – Sunday School

16

9:15 – Coffee & Conversation
9:45 – Worship
10:45 – Fellowship
11:00 – Sunday School

8:00 pm – Narcotics
Anonymous

10

11

9:00 – Staff Mtg.
9:00 – Parish Nurse/
Chair Exercise
7:00 pm Boy Scouts
7:00 pm – Theology
on Tap

12
8:00 pm – Narcotics
Anonymous

17

18

SALEM PRESBYTERY
VOTING

6:00 – Tar Heel
Chorus

19
8:00 pm – Narcotics
Anonymous

8:00 pm – Narcotics
Anonymous

13

14

8:00 pm – Narcotics
Anonymous

20

21

8:00 pm – Narcotics
Anonymous

9:00 – Staff Mtg.
9:00 – Parish Nurse/
Chair Exercise
7:00 pm – Boy
Scouts
7:00 pm – Theology
on Tap

22
PENNIES FOR HUNGER

9:00 – Staff Mtg.
9:00 – Parish Nurse/
Chair Exercise
7:00 pm Boy Scouts
7:00 pm – Theology
on Tap

23
6:00 – Tar Heel
Chorus

29

24
9:00 – Staff Mtg.
9:00 – Parish Nurse/
Chair Exercise
7:00 Boy Scouts
7:00 pm – Theology
on Tap

30

25

26

27

28

John on Vacation

8:00 pm – Narcotics
Anonymous

8:00 pm – Narcotics
Anonymous

31

John on Vacation
Vacation Bible School

9:15 – Coffee & Conversation
9:45 – Worship
11:00 – Sunday School
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Theology on Tap
7:00 each Tuesday
Evening
Elizabeth’s Pizza (Quaker Village)

Summer Sunday Schedule
June 3 – August 26
9:15 – Coffee & Conversation
9:45 – Worship
11:00 – Sunday School

Fellowship Brunch
July 22, 2012 - 11:00 a.m.
(immediately following worship)
Photos taken for new directory
July 2012
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where is the break

Dear Faith Friends,
I was about 4 or 5 years old and I remember seeing my Mom answer the door bell. There stood a
man in tattered clothes, long tangled hair and a beard. Mom left the door and went to the kitchen. She
came back with a couple sandwiches wrapped in waxed paper and gave them to the man. “The man is
hungry, my Mom explained.” “We have enough food and we need to share,” she continued. And so we
shared.
We find the same need now only the needy are on the street corners holding signs. My real
awakening came when I was leading a young children’s group. We were talking about food and folks
who are hungry and on the street corner needing help. I asked if any of them had ever been hungry and
there wasn’t any food in the house to eat. I heard two of them say yes, sometime there isn’t food. The
reality hit. We are living in very tough times. Yes, there are food stamps (and food stamp glitches) and
food pantries (and they run short of food). We have the Sandwich Brigade here at Faith. The next time
for you to pick up your bag lunches for the Homeless and Hungry is Sunday, July 8th after worship. There
are several places nearby to find folks in need of food: The CVS on Guilford College Rd near Friendly, at
Market and Muir’s Chapel Rd. There are several spots on Wendover: at the exit from Costco, in the area
near the IHOP, the Entrance Sam’s Club and across from the Humane Society Animal Shelter. There are
usually folks needing help on Battleground Avenue and more on the south side of town on highway exit
ramps at 29 and 421, at I40 and Randleman RD, and at I40 and S. Elm-Eugene. I wish you well as the Spirit
leads to feed the hungry.
Events:
Health Ministry Committee meets at 6:30 PM, July 2nd in the Parlor. Planning time for the Health Ministry
celebration is in August.
Sandwich Brigade: July 8th
Lois is in office on Tuesdays from 9 AM to 1 PM.
Chair exercise is on Tuesdays at 10:00 AM in the Fellowship Hall. We are growing in numbers. Why not
come and join the fun.
Blessings,

Lois

July 2012

9

FAITH PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
RESEARCHING HEALTH TOPICS ON THE INTERNET
By
Betty L. Brewer
The internet is a great source of information about a world of topics. But we must approach it with a degree of
caution because finding something on the internet does not necessarily make it true or useful information. Be especially
cautious when it comes to health-related information. Remember that the websites that come up first in a listing when
you do a general search may do so because the sponsor or presenter paid the search engine to place them above competing firms’ websites. This can be especially relevant when specific pharmaceutical products may be related to the
health topic.
Laura Eynon, librarian at Moses Cone, suggests some additional things to consider when looking at websites
and determining whether you are likely to get quality information. These include identifying the author and his/her credentials and whether the website is sponsored by an organization or a corporation. Does the site provide additional
references or sources of information? Is the information provided at a level easy to comprehend and is it objective? If
there are a lot of advertisements on the website pages, look for other websites. Be very careful about sites where you
have to sign-up or register; in fact, you should make it a general rule to avoid such sites, regardless of what your purpose
is, unless you know what they are and why you are doing it.
I will suggest three (3) sites that provide quality information on health topics. You will recognize them as they
are references found in almost every article published in this health newsletter over the years.
The first is the Mayo Clinic’s website: http://www.mayoclinic.com. When the home page opens, look across
the top for Health Information. When you place the cursor arrow on this, it will show a menu listing. Select “Diseases
and Conditions” from the menu and click on it. When the new page comes up, you will see an alphabet. Select the first
letter of the name of the disease or condition, such as A if you want to find out about Alzheimer’s. Click on that letter
and you will get a long list of diseases and conditions starting with the letter. Click on the item you are interested in.
Mayo Clinic articles are generally easy for the non-medical person to read and comprehend. They may provide more
information than you want at that particular time but you may find yourself coming back to them later for the other information.
Another useful website is the National Institutes of Health website: http://health.nih.gov. When the home page
comes up, look for Health Topics. You can use the alphabet to search for the item you are interested, as described
above. For example, select A if the item starts with A and you get a long listing of diseases and conditions and scroll
down until you find the one you are looking for. Click on it. Or you can enter the name of the disease in the space labeled “Search Health Topics” and click on “go”. In either case, you will get a selection of items to choose from. Some
may take you to articles published by medical associations and organizations. This website, also, has special areas devoted to Seniors Health, Child and Teen Health, Men’s Health, Women’s Health, Minority Health, and Clinical Trials.
The third website is MedlinePlus: http://www.nih.gov/medlineplus/
Look for the “Search MedlinePlus” box and enter the topic you want to find. Press the “Go” symbol. You will typically
get a multiple-page listing of articles. The articles are listed by date, starting with the most recent ones. Often, the NIH
website will refer you to articles on the MedlinePlus website. You normally will find lots of articles. Some will be easier
to read than others, depending on the publisher, which may include associations and medical journals.
For ease of reading and understanding, I would start with the Mayo Clinic website. For additional information,
move on to MedlinePlus and the NIH websites to get even greater depth and, occasionally, something even more current.
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Healthwise Kids
(The Lords says) For I will pour water on the thirsty land. Isaiah 44:3
It’s summer. You’re out riding your bike with friends. You are hot. You are sweaty. Your mind
thinks of _________________ What? I can almost guess that your
mind goes to water. You may want a drink of water. You
might want a shower. Or maybe you may want to go swimming. When God created water He had all our needs in
mind—Body, Mind and Spirit.
BODY: Would you believe that about 70% of our body is
made up of water. We lose water
constantly from our body through
sweating, urinating, crying, breathing and other ways. So you see that
our body needs water to survive.
We have a signal—thirst and water
is one of the best ways to quench this thirst. We also shower or take a bath, using water to keep our body clean.
MIND: Our mind includes our emotions and we like to be
happy and have fun. Swimming, boating
and fishing are a few fun activities that
come to my mind.
SPIRIT: Spiritually we use water
when we baptize someone in the
church. When you think about all the
ways we use water, water isn’t just
water any more, it’s one of God’s
great blessings.

Enjoy your cross-word puzzle.

Miss Lois
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FAITH PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
6309 W. FRIENDLY AVE.
GREENSBORO, NC 27410
336.292.5704
Email: office@faithpresgso.org
Website: www.faithpresgso.org
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

JULY RESPONSIBILITIES
Elders of the Month – Debbie Johnson and Betty Rissmiller
Ushers: Vacant – Sign up in Church office

We are a loving faith family
Worshipping and serving God
And testifying in word and deed
As disciples of Jesus Christ
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