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“The churches were strengthened in the faith
and increased in numbers daily.”
Acts 16:5 (NRSV)

You may wonder why the above scripture quotation has remained at the top of this page for the
past several months. There is a good reason for that. As we continue our participation in the
Acts 16:5 Initiative, it is important to keep this verse, and what we are trying to accomplish, as a
focal point for our ministry. The Vision Team has met several times over the past several months,
and continues to work and to strive to discern how we can best live out God’s vision for our
church. One of the first tasks that we are to undertake is to “Develop a Defining Vision.” Now you may say that you
remember doing that just a few years back, so why do we need to do it again. I’m sure you can agree that many things
have changed over the past few years. You have gone through an interim period of transition and now have a new
pastor. Some members have moved on, and new ones have joined. So Faith, in many ways, is a very different church
than it was even five years ago. So discerning our vision now is vital to planning for our future.
You have a unique opportunity to participate in this process coming up in January. The Vision Team is planning and
leading a CONGREGATIONAL COVERED-DISH LUNCHEON ON JANUARY 23RD, immediately following worship. At this
luncheon, not only will there be great food and fellowship, but also an opportunity for you to add your input into this
process. There will be an opportunity for us to honor our past, building on the strong foundation that has been given
to us, as well as to look to the future and to try to see what God has in store for us! It is an exciting time as we venture
out into the unknown! But we make this venture TOGETHER, and with open minds and open hearts to do our best to
be the church that God wants us to be.
And so as we begin a new year together, let one of our New Year’s Resolutions be that we will be open to God’s leading
as we continue on this journey known as the Acts 16:5 Initiative. In one recent Session meeting, the question was
asked, “What is the goal of this process?” The honest answer given was,
“We don’t know!” The exciting thing is that we get to create and develop
our own goal, which will eventually lead us down a path of exciting ministry
and living out of our faith.
But I can’t stress enough the importance of getting your input into this
process. So please make your plans now to attend the luncheon on the
23rd. The Vision Team will compile all responses to our discussion that day,
and from that will set about the task of “Developing a Defining Vision.”
Please continue to keep the team members (Ashley Garcia, Betty Rissmiller,
Tim and Laura Maher, and Elana Levy) in your prayers as they go about their
tasks.
I look forward to 2011 being a year that is filled with new life, new energy,
imagination, creativity, and ministry. The possibilities are endless. Let’s get
to work!

John
January 2011
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YOUR CHURCH STAFF & LEADERS

Snacks for 10:30
Coffee and
Conversation

Pastor: John W. Johnson
Organist/Choir Director: John Pavik

Please sign up for a Sunday
Sign Up sheet is in the
narthex.

Secretary: Lisa Moran
Congregational Nurse: Lois Bazhaw
Child Care Coordinator: Michelle Watkins

FLOWERS FOR THE
SANCTUARY

Officers
Allan Freidel: Clerk of Session

Please sign up for a Sunday in
January, February,
March or April!
Sign Up sheet is in the narthex.

Carolyn Campbell
Jean Covington
Rollie Garcia
Elana Levy
Laura Maher
I. E. Martin
Betty Rissmiller
Sharon Wilson
Tim Maher: Church Treasurer

PRAYER CONCERNS:
**PLEASE NOTE**
The Prayer List will be updated with next month’s newsletter.
If you wish to remain on the list, or if you wish your family member or
friend to remain on the list, you must let the office know by January 21st.
Thank you so much for helping us clean and update our list.
It is such an important tool for keeping people informed!
Ann and Bob Huffine
Joe & Lucile Ramos
Fran Cuthbertson
Charlotte Young
Maxine Heath

Irene & Andy Moye
Kaitlyn Watkins
Peggy Pope
Jack Trott
‘Cile Gorman

Inky & Garth Payne
Erich Bordne
Cece Yeakel
Jean Covington
Graham Pope, Jr.

Jayne Digby-New
Maj. Scot Jaworski

Bob & Jean McIntosh

Karen and Ethan

Dot Patat

Maxine Heath

Pearl Gomo

Virginia Cornet
Marge Mack

Any Military Personnel serving in areas of conflict
COMMUNION:
Homebound Communion will be offered during the week following the 1st Sunday of Lent.
The church office will be contacting our homebound members to coordinate this ministry.
As always, anyone wishing to receive Communion following our usual 1st Sunday of the month may
notify the church office of your desire to receive it.
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January Birthdays:
4–
5817–
25–
29–

Benjamin Roberts
Sharon Wilson
Evelyn Parks
Peggy McGuire
Peggy Pope
Rita Elliott
Sandy Henderson

November Treasurer’s Report
Month Budgeted Income
Month Actual Income
Month Surplus (Deficit)
Month Budgeted Expenses

$ 10,232.06
$ 8,958.00
(-$ 1,274.06)
$12,682.37

January ANNIVERSARIES:

Month Actual Expenses

$8,889.41

Happy Anniversary to

Month Surplus (Deficit)

$3,792.96

Keith and Ducky McNeal

YTD Budgeted Income

$115,552.94

YTD Actual Income

$101,922.98

January 24th
YTD Surplus (Deficit)

(-$13,629.96)

YTD Budgeted Expenses

$139,507.63

YTD Actual Expenses

$125,638.43

YTD Surplus (Deficit)
GUM FOOD OF THE MONTH:
DRIED BEANS
Drop an extra bag (or two) in your cart!

$13,869.20

YTD Overall Budget

-$23,954.69

YTD Overall Actual

-$23,715.45

YTD Overall Surplus

$239.24

Other non-perishables welcome as well
PENNIES FOR HUNGER: 5th Sunday
January 30th
Remember your change can change lives!
Remember our POWDERED MILK goal!
Donations always welcome– designate “powdered
milk fund” on your check.
The Pastor’s DISCRETIONARY Fund
Please designate “Discretionary Fund”
on your check

January 2011

Elana Levy to Pursue Ordination!
At a recent meeting, the Session enthusiastically endorsed
Elana Levy’s desire to respond to God’s call and to pursue
Ordination as a Minister of the Word and Sacrament.
Following the completion of a lot of forms, Elana will be
enrolled as in Inquirer with Salem Presbytery, under the
supervision and care of the Committee on Preparation for
Ministry.
Elana has made visits to several seminaries and is in the
process of making application for a possible fall
enrollment.
We are thrilled that Elana has
heard this call from God, and
continue to pray for her as she
steps through the numerous
hoops that lie ahead. We also
look forward to hearing Elana
preach on January 23rd, as she
continues to explore this new life
that lies ahead.

3

F AI TH P RES BYTERI AN C H U RCH

REPORT OF SESSION (from the Moderator and Clerk)
♦
♦
♦
♦

♦
♦
♦
♦

Highlights of the Dec. 12, 2010, Session meeting
Allan Freidel and Tim Maher were re-elected Clerk of Session and Treasurer respectively for 2011. Allan
changed his plans to retire as Clerk and move to the Midwest to “indefinite.”
Officer training for the new Session will take place at a retreat at the church after Sunday services Jan. 9th.
Our annual congregational and corporation meeting will take place Jan. 16th.
Elana Levy was approved to preach the sermon on January 23rd. Ordination and installation of new Elders
are also scheduled for that service. A covered dish luncheon will follow the service on this date to gather
input for present and future needs and direction of the Acts 16:5 Initiative.
Bryan McFarland of Salem Presbytery will take part in the Jan. 30th service.
Rev. Johnson took communion to several homebound persons recently which was much appreciated
according to reports.
The Session approved the transfer of Marvin and Lauris Connolly to the St. Francis United Methodist
Church in Charlotte.
A new computer was anonymously donated to our church office recently.

JANUARY WORSHIP SCHEDULE AND THEMES

Date
January 2
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Lectionary Scripture

Sermon Title

Hymns

(Communion)

Jeremiah 31:7-14; Ephesians 1:3-14; Matthew
2:1-12

Home By Another Way The First Nowell
We Three Kings of Orient Are
As With Gladness Men of Old

January 9

Isaiah 42:1-9; Acts 10:34-43; Matthew 3:13-17

Come to the Water

Down to the River to Pray
Jesus Shall Reign Where’er the Sun
Wash, O God, Our Sons and Daughters
Sing! A New Creation

January 16

Isaiah 49:1-7; I Corinthians 1:1-9; John 1:29-42

The Risk of Discipleship

Today We All Are Called to be Disciples
Blest Be the Tie That Binds
God of Grace and God of Glory

January 23

Isaiah 9:1-4; I Corinthians 1:10-18; Matthew 4:12- Elana Levy - Guest
23
Preacher

To Be determined

January 30

Micah 6:1-8; I Corinthians 1:18-31; Matthew 5:112

To Be determined

Bryan McFarland Guest Worship
Leader/preacher

January 2011
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Join us in worship on January 30th as
we welcome to Faith Presbyterian

Bryan McFarland
Bryan is excited to share with us his
passion for working towards the goal
that none of God's children will go
hungry. Bryan will bring his message
to us through his music, through the
Word, through prayer, and experiences.
Bryan's just released CD is entitled . . .
"until all are fed" and proceeds from
sales of this CD are being donated to
the Presbyterian Hunger Program.
To find out more info, or to listen to
some of the CD, visit

www.untilallarefed.net.
This will truly be a special day of joyful
worship and wonderful music, all
centered around this most worthy
cause. You do not want to miss it, and
you will want to invite your friends to
come as well.

January 2011
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⇒ Adult

Sunday School beginning
in January: Revelation. This
is a 12-week video-based study
with Dr. Brian Blount,
president
of
Union
Presbyterian Seminary, and
noted Revelation scholar and
expert. This will be led by our
usual rotation of teachers.
⇒ There

was never a time when the book
of Job was not relevant, but it is
especially so today. This is not because
the book of Job has changed, but
because we have. We may be more ready
to listen now... less certain of our own
answers. So, when Job asks, "Why?" - we,
too, strain to hear the answers. And if
answers are not forthcoming, then we
like Job, will need to learn how to live
without them. The book of Job cuts
straight to the heart of what it means to
be human. It is the most profound
exploration of the life of faith ever written, and wrestles with
some of life's most perplexing questions. Why do bad things
happen to good people? Is there a correspondence between sin
and suffering, obedience and blessing? Why should we serve
God if there are no guarantees? This study will be on
Wednesday evenings at 6 pm beginning January 5th.
6
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6:00—Tar Heel
Chorus
6:30 pm Health
Ministries
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Dear Faith Friends,
An unexpected call from my sister and unexpected news about my Mom turned my well
laid plans for this week upside down. I need to leave for Kentucky early. Who can I call on
to help? This scenario is real. Other than my committee, I really don’t have a list of individuals I can call on for help.
So if you were willing to help, what are some of the things you might be asked to do?
Let me give some examples.








During this holiday season it was to help with shopping, wrapping and delivery of food and gifts.
Run errands such as going to the drug store or grocery store.
Visits or phone calls to individuals.
Transportation for individuals to doctors, grocery store etc.
Help with the Clothing Closet.
Help with our SNAP Grant Families.

The individuals you would serve could be members or nonmembers. Consider this my invitation to discipleship through the health ministry. May I put your name on my list of willing servants?
Again this Christmas we shared Christmas joy with less fortunate families in the community. There were four
families-18 individuals in all. These families had a Christmas dinner and gifts because YOU cared. Thanks.
Health Events:
Health Ministry Committee Meeting:
January 3rd at 6:30 PM in the parlor.
Anyone interested is welcome.
Living Options as We Age—
Program coming in February.
Chair exercise-Tuesdays at 10:15 come and bring a friend.
We have all the equipment.
Blessings for a Happy and Healthy New Year,

Lois
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PROSTATE CANCER By Betty L. Brewer
Prostate cancer is among the most common kinds of cancer affecting men in the United
States, ranking from second to fourth according to different agencies whose ranking criteria
are not always consistent or clear. It was projected that more than 200,000 cases of prostate
cancer would be diagnosed in 2010 and roughly 29,000 deaths will be associated with it. It is
usually a slow-growing cancer and definite symptoms may not be become apparent until the
disease has made significant progress to a later stage, where successful treatment becomes
less likely.
The prostate is a gland which is part of the reproductive system, making and storing semen. If it grows, it can affect
the flow of urine, slowing it down or stopping it, if it gets too large. Because prostate cancer is usually slow-growing in
most men, it is important to be aware of any changes and report them right away to your doctor. A diagnosis of
early-stage prostate cancer may mean many years of life are still ahead for those who receive proper treatment. For
many, other diseases may become of greater life-threatening significance over the remaining years of their life.
However, there are some forms of prostate cancer that grow faster and, in later stages, even the slower-growing
form becomes more aggressive. These are much more dangerous and require immediate aggressive treatment.
Delays in diagnosis and treatment are life-threatening. So it is imperative to talk with your doctor about the best way
to ensure that you don’t become one of the statistics.
The primary risk factor of prostate cancer is age: 70% of those diagnosed with this cancer are 65 or older. (National
Cancer Institute) Other factors include obesity, family history, and ethnicity; black men are at greater risk of prostate
cancer. Symptoms occurring at later stages may include urination problems, blood in the urine, and/or pain in the
hips, back, or thighs. (National Cancer Institute) Usually when symptoms occur, it means that the cancer has spread
beyond the prostate to other parts of the body.
There is disagreement in the medical community about testing for prostate cancer when there are no specific
symptoms. (Mayo Clinic) But testing is necessary to find it. Part of the problem is that the available tests may
produce too many “false-positives,” which means they indicate that cancer exists when it does not and the patient
undergoes unnecessary treatment. Researchers are working to develop new tests with greater accuracy but time is
the greatest handicap since it takes years to prove the real merits of any test or medication or treatment. So there is a
tradeoff: get tested and accept the chance of a “false-positive” or don’t get tested until the symptoms occur and the
cancer has developed to a later, more aggressive stage.
There are four (4) stages of prostate cancer. Stages I and II are referred to as early prostate cancer, where the cancer
is still confined to the prostate. In Stage III, the cancer has begun to spread outside the gland. Stage IV means that it
has spread “… to the lymph nodes and/or to other tissues or organs.” (Mayo Clinic) Treatments include surgery,
radiation therapy, hormone therapy, chemotherapy, and active surveillance (Stage 1).
New treatments are being developed and tested, such as immunotherapy, which seeks to create a vaccine from the
body’s own cells to mix with proteins developed by a company. (Harvard Men’s Health Watch) These are then used to
treat the patient. The results of tests on patients are mixed but it may open the door to new methodologies to
treating advanced prostate cancer. New tests for diagnosing prostate cancer are also being developed. One group of
British scientists has a promising urine test under investigation while another has a new blood test that a preliminary
study has shown to be an effective indicator of prostate cancer. Both tests are in very initial testing stages. (Kelland;
Gardner) Additionally, doctors have reported some surprising declines in cancer surgery for those on statins, which are
drugs for lowering cholesterol. (Boyles) Others have begun to question the value of hormone therapy for treating
patients while reporting better outcomes for those undergoing surgery. (Preidt; Medical News Today)
What does all of this mean? Prostate cancer is a common risk for men. Because the symptoms don’t normally occur
until later stages, it is important to be aware and take action early to be sure that you don’t become one of the “ifonly-I-had-talked-to-my-doctor” statistics. Caught early, an encounter with prostate cancer is more likely to be a
“minor inconvenience”. Caught late, it will be a very much more complicated, potentially life-threatening situation.
Tests and treatments are evolving and the best options today may be different than what they are even a year from
today. The one certainty is this disease is going to affect hundreds of thousands of men but hundreds of thousands
can lead normal lives in spite of it, if diagnosed and treated early. (references on previous page)
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Healthwise Kids
“...While the earth remains, seedtime and harvest, cold and heat, summer and winter, day and night,
shall not cease.” Genesis 8:22
It came early this year. Big white flakes of snow floating down from the sky right after Thanksgiving. I
had about an inch and a half of snow at my house. What did you have? We’ll have more snow and cold
weather this winter. I’ll bet you’ll want to go outside to make snowmen
or go sled riding. Playing outside in the snow is lots of fun but remember
to stay warm. Did you know that your body can lose heat from any part
of the body that isn’t well covered?
If you are going out in the cold, what would you put on? Solve the cross
word puzzle below and see how your answers match up.
Enjoy and have a great New Year.
Miss Lois

Stay Warm Puzzle
1

2

Across

3

4. They keep feet warm and dry
5. Put on the feet first
7. Use this to cover legs

4

5

Down

6

1. Keeps hands warm
2. Covers the head
3. Covers arms and chest
6. This keeps ears and neck warm

7

Answers
1. gloves, 2.hat, 3. coat, 4. Boots, 5.socks 6. scarf 7. pants
10
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♦
♦
♦

♦
♦
♦

Baptism of the Lord Sunday
Theme of “Water” throughout service
Invitation for Reaffirmation of Baptismal
Covenant

Elana Levy preaches!
Ordination and Installation of New Elders
Congregational Covered-Dish Luncheon and
Vision Team Conversation

♦

♦

January 2011

Bryan McFarland - Hunger Action Coordinator for Salem Presbytery, and accomplished musician will share in worship
leadership, using music from his just released CD - . . . until all are fed.
Pennies for Hunger Offering
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FAITH PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
6309 WEST FRIENDLY AVENUE
GREENSBORO, NC 27410
Phone: 336-292-5704
Email: info@faithpresgso.org
Website: www.faithpresgso.org

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

J ANUARY 2011 R ESPONSIBILITY L IST
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OF THE MONTH :

G REETERS :

IN NEED OF

S HARON W ILSON
B ETTY R ISSMILLER
VOLUNTEERS ,
PLEASE CONTACT THE OFFICE

U SHERS : I N

NEED OF VOLUNTEERS ,
PLEASE CONTACT THE OFFICE

SIGN - UPS FOR S ANCTUARY F LOWERS AND
S NACKS FOR 10:30 C OFFEE ARE IN NARTHEX – S EE PAGE 2

Faith Presbyterian Church, a congregation of the PC (USA),
seeks to be a loving family of faith:
joyfully worshipping the God of all creation, supporting each other through life’s transitions,
seeking to understand the wonder of our historic faith,
and testifying in Word and Deed to the Good News of Jesus Christ.
6309 W. Friendly Avenue * Greensboro, North Carolina 27410 * 336.292.5704
www.faithpresgso.org * www.facebook.com/faithpres
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