
WE GATHER IN GOD’S NAME 


PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP 
Three times an angel of the Lord appears to Joseph and each time 
requires the family to move.  They do what they are told and finally 
settle in the district of Galilee where they make their home in 
Nazareth.  Joseph knows that to follow the Lord requires 
attentiveness to God’s Word however it appears, the willingness to 
go where God’s voice directs whenever it’s heard, and to do what 
the Spirit suggests as the moment occurs.  All the while those who 
believe know of God’s continuing love and care. 
 

PRELUDE      
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

* THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you. 
And also with you. 

 Please turn to your neighbor and exchange the greeting of peace. 
 

* GATHERING MUSIC #22  Angels, from the Realms of Glory REGENT SQUARE 
 

* CALL TO WORSHIP        
All God’s people – boys and girls, men and women: 
Come and worship! 
Shepherds, wise ones, saints, and angels: 
Come and worship!  Come and worship! 
All who need the Savior, all who long for comfort: 
Come and worship!  Come and worship Christ, the newborn King! 
 

WE PRAISE GOD AND CONFESS OUR SINS 
 

* HYMN OF PRAISE #29  Go, Tell It on the Mountain GO TELL IT 
 

PRAYERS OF THE DAY 
In your love, which never ends, Steadfast Grace, you hear the 
cries of all the two-year-olds cast aside by the world, and the 
weeping of their mothers who cannot feed them because there 
is no hope. 
Wrapped in an old blanket to keep you warm in a cold stable, and 
smuggled into Egypt to keep you safe, Marginalized Messiah, you 
know the searching of refugees for a place they can call home, for 
a life they can call safe. 
Cradling the innocents killed in war, remembering those driven 
from their homes by fear, or greed, or power; singing laments 
with all the parents who cannot give their children the lives they 
should have, you proclaim God's name for us, Spirit of Sanctuary. 
God in Community, Holy in One, you fill our hearts with you, for 
you continue to come into this world.  Give us the peace, the joy, 
the hope to carry to all who cry out to you this day. 
Born of Mary, in a child called Jesus, God knew life as we know it:  
our pain, our doubts, our temptations, our hopes.  Without sin, 
Jesus could choose to judge us; instead, he redeems us and is 
the midwife of our birth into new life.  Let us confess our sins, so 

we might be filled with God's grace and joy in this season of 
holiness and hope. 
Dweller in eternity, you became a little baby for us.  We chase 
down the corridors of power, while you enter the hallways where 
weakness and suffering reside.  We grab for more and more, 
while you let go of glory to become one of us.  We reduce our 
Savior's birth to tinsel, toys, and trash to be placed by the curb, 
while you widen your embrace to welcome all thrown out by the 
world.   Forgive us, Joyous Love.  Come among us, filling our 
hearts with your grace and truth.  Open our lips, so we might sing 
with the angels.  Send us forth with the shepherds, to tell 
everyone we meet of the good news of the birth of the One who 
brings us life, Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior. 
 

SILENT CONFESSION   
 

ASSURANCE OF GOD’S GRACE 
The news we have hungered for fills our lives; the news we have  
been searching for has found us; the news that is for all people is 
proclaimed:  a Savior has been born  -  for us! 
The One who is our hope has arrived; the One who is our life has 
come to us; the One who is our joy is in our midst:  Jesus Christ the 
Lord!  Thanks be to God!  Amen. 
  

*RESPONSE On This Day Earth Shall Ring PERSONENT HODIE 
On this day earth shall ring with the song children sing 
To the Lord, Christ our King, born on earth to save us; 

Him the Father gave us.  I – de – o – o – o, I – de – o – o – o, 
I – de – o Gloria in excelsis Deo! 

 

WE PROCLAIM GOD’S WORD 
 

A MESSAGE FOR THE YOUNG AND YOUNG AT HEART 
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION #44  O Little Town of Bethlehem ST. LOUIS 
How silently, how silently, the wondrous gift is given! 

So God imparts to human hearts the blessings of His heaven. 
No ear may hear his coming, but in this world of sin, 

Where meek souls will receive him, still the dear Christ enters in. 
 

THE WORD SPOKEN 
In the beginning was the Word 
And the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 

 A Reading from Psalm 148 PEW BIBLE, OT, PAGES 582-583 

For the Word of God in Scripture, for the Word of God among us, 
for the Word of God within us; 
Thanks be to God. 
 

THE WORD IN MUSIC 
 ANTHEM    The Snow Lay On The Ground VENITE ADOREMUS 

 

THE WORD SPOKEN 
A Reading from Matthew 2:13-23 PEW BIBLE, NT, PAGE 2 
For the Word of God in Scripture, for the Word of God among us, 
for the Word of God within us; 

Thanks be to God. 
 

THE WORD PROCLAIMED:  THE OTHER SIDE OF CHRISTMAS REV. JOHNSON 

 

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 
 

* HYMN OF RESPONSE #28  Good Christian Friends, Rejoice IN DULCI JUBILO 
 

*SAYING WHO WE ARE AND WHAT WE BELIEVE  
We are a loving faith family, worshipping and serving God; and 
testifying in word and deed as disciples of Jesus Christ. 

I believe in God the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he 
descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again; he 
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the 
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  I 
believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 
the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

    - THE APOSTLES’ CREED (ECUMENICAL VERSION) 
 

JOYS AND CONCERNS OF THE CONGREGATION 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give 
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts as we forgive 
our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, 
forever.  Amen. 
 

PRESENTATION OF GIFTS, TITHES, AND OFFERINGS 
  OFFERTORY     

 * DOXOLOGY (WITH ALLELUIAS) LASST UNS ERFREUEN 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise God, all creatures here below, Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  

Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

 * PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 

WE GO IN GOD’S NAME 
 

* CLOSING HYMN #31  Hark!  The Herald Angels Sing MENDELSSOHN 

 

* CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 
 

* BENEDICTION RESPONSE    May the Peace of God LARSON 
 

* POSTLUDE      
_____________________ 
* You are invited to stand if you are able  

 



WELCOME TO FAITH PRESBYTERIAN 
 

WELCOME to Faith Presbyterian Church.  Whether you are a member or 
a visitor we are so glad that you are worshipping with us this morning 
and pray that this time of worship will be both renewing and rewarding 
for you.  If you have an interest in joining Faith Presbyterian, please 
speak to the pastor or call the church at 336.292.5704.  Please visit our 
website at www.faithpresgso.org or Facebook at 
www.facebook.com/faithpresgso. 
 
Elder of the Month for December is Betty Rissmiller. 
 
Worship leader for this morning is Rebecca Elliott. 
 

On the calendar for this week: 

 Theology on Tap will NOT MEET this week because of the 
holidays.  We will resume on Tuesday, January 8th. 

 Adult Sunday School.  Join us each Sunday morning at one of our 
two adult classes.  The Discussion Class meets at 9:30 in the 
parlor for engaging conversation and discussion as we consider 
the text and sermon topic for the morning and look Before the 
Sermon.  Also, you may want to attend our newest class, The 
Present Word, which meets in the library.  Using our 
denomination’s curriculum, this class considers scripture and its 
interpretation for today. 

 The Church Office will be closed on Tuesday, New Year’s Day.  
 
The Session has called for a Congregational Meeting to immediately 
follow worship on Sunday, January 13th for these purposes:  to dissolve 
the pastoral relationship between Faith and Rev. Johnson; to act on the 
Session’s recommendation to reduce the size of the Session from nine to 
six; and to elect as Elders for the Class of 2015, Betsy Rule and Betty 
Rissmiller. 
 
The congregation is invited to a Farewell Brunch for John and Debbie 
Johnson, to be held following worship and the Congregational Meeting 
on Sunday, January 13, 2013.   
 

INFORMATION AND PRAYER LISTS 
Statistics for December 23, 2012:  Attendance–46 

December – Dried Beans 
 

December 30, 2012-January 6, 2013 
 Today: 9:30 a.m. Sunday School 
  10:30 a.m. Coffee and Conversation 
  11:00 a.m. Worship  
 Tuesday:  Office Closed 
 Sunday: 9:30 a.m. Sunday School 
  10:30 a.m. Coffee  
  11:00 a.m. Worship 
  
 
 
 

Prayer Lists 
Grace Church, Winston-Salem 

First Presbyterian Church, Kernersville 
   

Faith Presbyterian Church Prayer List: 
 Peggy Pope Cile Gorman Gauge Humphrey
 Dot Patat  Jo Anne Jennings Caitlyn Watkins
 Bob and Ann Huffine Larry Murren Fran Cuthbertson
 Virginia Cornet Erich Bordne Pat Magnuson
 Family of Betsy Waugh Maxine Heath Family of Bonnie Evans
 Doreen Jones  Ann Collins (former member)
 Bonnie Evans  Georgia Renfrow 
 Pamela Klutz (daughter of Bonnie Evans) Helen Hall’s daughter 
 Kelly Bottoms (friend/Lindsey Brown) Isabel Payne 
 Mary Jane & Bob Phillips Family of Joe Brooks 

 Rebecca Elliott’s grandmother 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

John W. Johnson, B.M.E., M.A., M. Div., Pastor 
James M. Rissmiller, B.A., B.D., Th.M., Parish Associate 

Jeremy Corn, Music Director 
Lois Bazhaw, RN, Congregational Nurse 

Lynn Beard, Office Administrator 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

We are a loving faith family, 
worshipping and serving God, 

and testifying in word and deed 
as disciples of Jesus Christ. 

 
 

 
 
 

  

December 30, 2012  Service for the Lord’s Day 
11:00 a.m.  First Sunday after Christmas 


6309 W. Friendly Ave.  Greensboro, North Carolina 27410  336.292.5704 

http://www.faithpresgso.org/
http://www.facebook.com/faithpresgso

