
WE GATHER IN GOD’S NAME 


PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP 
A day of great glory is forecast.  The people are told to watch for it at 
all times.  Signs will precede its coming, as trees in leaf declare that 
summer is near.  Advent is a time of such expectancy; its sign is a 
babe full of promise and hope.  Therefore, “look up and raise your 
heads, because your redemption is drawing near.” 
 

PRELUDE      
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

MOMENT FOR MISSION:  VISION TEAM UPDATE  
 

* THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you. 
And also with you. 

 Please turn to your neighbor and exchange the greeting of peace. 
 

* LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE AND CALL TO WORSHIP        
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; 
Those who lived in a land of deep darkness, on them light has 
shined. 
We join with sisters and brothers around the world, lighting 
candles to mark our steps in this Advent journey. 
Today, we light the candle of hope. 
Even though the world seems dark and cold, we know that the 
light of Christ is coming.  The face of our Lord will shine, and we 
shall be saved! 
Testifying against all suffering and darkness, we kindle this light.  
Together, we proclaim to the world that, in Christ, we have hope. 

All Earth Is Waiting 
All earth is waiting to see the Promised One, 

And open furrows await the seed of God. 
All the world, bound and struggling, seeks true liberty; 

It cries out for justice and searches for the truth. 

To you, O Lord, we lift our souls, longing for you to come once 
again into our lives. 
Surely, the Lord is our Salvation. 
In you, O Lord, we would trust that goodness, wonder, and 
grace are drawing near. 
Surely, the Lord is our Hope. 
With you, O Lord, we would walk your paths of righteousness 
and justice. 
Surely, the Lord is our Way. 
 

WE PRAISE GOD AND CONFESS OUR SINS 
 

* HYMN OF PRAISE #2  Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus  HYFRYDOL 
 

 
 

PRAYERS OF THE DAY 
In the compassion which can overturn injustice, in the 
forgiveness which can heal a broken heart, in the wonder which 
can illuminate shadowed longings:  surely your days are coming, 
God of holy seasons. 
In the peace which can calm anxious souls, in the joy which can 
shatter our despair, in the songs which can lift sagging spirits:  
surely the signs of your Advent are all around us, Servant of 
justice. 
In the giggles of children who use too much tape and wrapping 
paper, in the warm cookie smells coming out of grandma's 
kitchen, in the kindness of the stranger who lets us go ahead in 
the line:  surely you are in our midst, Spirit of joy. 
Surely we see you face to face, God in Community, Holy in One. 
We know the signs of our faithlessness – the hurtful words we 
speak, the pain we gift to others, the mistakes we make over and 
over and over.  But God is our righteousness, waiting to forgive 
us, if we will but pray.  I invite you to join with me, as we pray, 
When we could turn to your Word, God who comes in every 
moment, we read the advertisements, believing their slick 
promises.  When we could rely on you for life, we listen to those 
who spin truth every way imaginable.  When we could prepare 
for you to come and dwell in us, we empty out our souls and 
hearts to make more room for temptations.  Forgive us, Advent's 
God.  Forget our mistakes, as you pour grace into our lives. 
Restore what is missing in our faith, as you fill us with your 
justice.  Turn our faces towards your Steadfast Love, Jesus Christ, 
so we might be ready for his coming to us in these days. 
 

SILENT CONFESSION   
 

ASSURANCE OF GOD’S GRACE 
How can we thank God for all the grace, the joy, the wonder 
which has been poured out upon us? 
We will walk the paths of faithfulness and hope, bringing justice 
and righteousness to all people.  Thanks be to God, we are 
forgiven!  Amen. 
  

*RESPONSE Angels We Have Heard on High (refrain only) GLORIA 
Glo - - - - - - - - - ri-a in excelsis Deo; 
Glo - - - - - - - - - ri-a in excelsis Deo; 

 
PRESENTATION OF GIFTS, TITHES, AND OFFERINGS 
  Offertory     

 * Doxology (WITH ALLELUIAS) LASST UNS ERFREUEN 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise God, all creatures here below, Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  

Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
 * Prayer of Dedication 

 
 

WE PROCLAIM GOD’S WORD 
 

A MESSAGE FOR THE YOUNG AND YOUNG AT HEART 
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION #5   Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence PICARDY 
Let all mortal flesh keep silence, 

And with fear and trembling stand; 
Ponder nothing earthly minded, 

For with blessing in His hand, 
Christ our God to earth descendeth, 

Our full homage to demand. 

 
THE WORD SPOKEN 

In the beginning was the Word 
And the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 

 A Reading from Jeremiah 33:14-16 PEW BIBLE, OT, PAGE 738 

For the Word of God in Scripture, for the Word of God among us, 
for the Word of God within us; 
Thanks be to God. 
 

THE WORD IN MUSIC 
 ANTHEM    Advent Prayer BY DALE PETERSON ARR BY LLOYD LARSON 

 

THE WORD SPOKEN 
A Reading from Luke 21:25-36 PEW BIBLE, NT, PAGES 85-86 
For the Word of God in Scripture, for the Word of God among us, 
for the Word of God within us; 
Thanks be to God. 

 

THE WORD PROCLAIMED:  WAITING REV. JOHNSON 

 

* HYMN OF PREPARATION #12   People, Look East BESANCON 
 

SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 
 

INVITATION TO THE TABLE 
Friends, this is the joyful feast of the people of God! 
They will come from east and west, and from north and south, 
and sit at table in the kingdom of God. 
According to Luke, when our risen Lord was at table with his 
disciples, he took the bread and blessed it and broke it, and gave 
it to them.  
Then their eyes were opened and they recognized him. 
This is the Lord’s table. 
Our Savior invites those who trust him to share the feast which he 
has prepared. 
 

GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
May the God of Advent be with you! 
And also with you! 
Lift your hearts to God. 
We lift them to the One who comes with hope. 
Join in glad songs of thanksgiving. 



Our voices resound in glad praises to our God. 
You spoke the Word and days came tumbling out, Imaginative 
Heart: . . . We praise you, for you have not forgotten us, joining 
our voices with those of every day and place: 
Holy, holy, holy are you, God of our days.  All creation is the sign 
of your wonder.  Hosanna in the highest!  Blessed is the Teacher 
who comes to us.  Hosanna in the highest! 
Faithful is who you are, our God, . . . As we begin our journey to 
Bethlehem, as we celebrate your coming to us in Jesus, we 
proclaim that mystery we know as faith: 
Christ died, for 'the Lord is our righteousness;' Christ rose, for 'the 
Lord is our salvation;' Christ will come, for 'the Lord is our hope.' 
Pour out your Spirit upon these Advent pilgrims gathered in this 
place, . . . we will join our voices with our sisters and brothers, 
forever singing to your glory, God in Community, Holy in One 
now and forever, and we pray with one voice: 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give 
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory, forever.  Amen. 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

COMMUNION BY THE PEOPLE 
As you come forward to receive communion, you may bring your donations to 

the Greensboro Urban Ministry. 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
In gratitude, in deep gratitude for this moment, this meal, these 
people, we give ourselves to you.  Take us out to live as changed 
people because we have shared the Living Bread and cannot 
remain the same.  Ask much of us, expect much from us, enable 
much by us, encourage many through us.  In the name of Christ 
our living Lord, Amen. 
 

WE GO IN GOD’S NAME 
 

* CLOSING HYMN #15  Rejoice!  Rejoice, Believers LLANGLOFFAN 

 

* CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 
 

* BENEDICTION RESPONSE    May the Peace of God LARSON 
 
* POSTLUDE      
_____________________ 
* You are invited to stand if you are able  

 
 
 
 

WELCOME TO FAITH PRESBYTERIAN 
 

WELCOME to Faith Presbyterian Church.  Whether you are a member or 
a visitor we are so glad that you are worshipping with us this morning 
and pray that this time of worship will be both renewing and rewarding 
for you.  If you have an interest in joining Faith Presbyterian, please 
speak to the pastor or call the church at 336.292.5704.  Please visit our 
website at www.faithpresgso.org or Facebook at 
www.facebook.com/faithpresgso. 
 
Elders of the Month for December are Betty Rissmiller and Jeff Hale. 
 
Worship leader for this morning is Betty Rissmiller, and leading the 
Advent Candle Liturgy is the Jones’ family. 
 

On the calendar for this week: 

 Theology on Tap will meet as usual this Tuesday, December 4th 
at 7:00 at Elizabeth’s Pizza.  We continue our book study of A 
New Kind of Christianity:  Ten Questions That Are Transforming the 
Faith by Brian McLaren.   

 Adult Sunday School.  Join us each Sunday morning at one of our 
two adult classes.  The Discussion Class meets at 9:30 in the 
parlor for engaging conversation and discussion as we consider 
the text and sermon topic for the morning and look Before the 
Sermon.  Also, you may want to attend our newest class, The 
Present Word, which meets in the library.  Using our 
denomination’s curriculum, this class considers scripture and its 
interpretation for today. 

 
Make your plans to attend our annual Service of Lessons and Carols on 
next Sunday, December 9th.  Based on a service developed at King’s 
College, Cambridge, dating as far back as 1880, the service centers 
around nine passages of scripture that retell the story of our faith, 
culminating in the wonderful scriptures of the season.  The passages are 
interspersed with anthems from the choir and congregational carols.  It 
will truly be a wonderful worship experience.  Don’t miss it! 
 
Did you know that each Sunday’s sermon is available to listen to online?  
And there are several options for gaining access to the podcast.   

 The sermons are available on iTunes at this address:  
http://itunes.apple.com/us/podcast/faith-presbyterian-
sermons/id531451829 

 Or at this address:  www.buzzsprout.com/5907 

 Or on our website:  www.faithpresgso.org/sermon-podcasts 
Share these with friends and family.  All of these sites contain archived 
sermons as well. 
 

 
John W. Johnson, B.M.E., M.A., M. Div., Pastor 

James M. Rissmiller, B.A., B.D., Th.M., Parish Associate 
Jeremy Corn, Music Director 

Lois Bazhaw, RN, Congregational Nurse 
Lynn Beard, Office Administrator 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

We are a loving faith family, 
worshipping and serving God, 

and testifying in word and deed 
as disciples of Jesus Christ. 
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INFORMATION AND PRAYER LISTS 
Statistics for November 25, 2012:  Attendance–37; Offering-$461.00 

December – Dried Beans 
 

December 2-9, 2012 
 Today: 9:30 a.m. Sunday School 
  10:30 a.m. Coffee and Conversation 
  11:00 a.m. Worship and Communion 
 Tuesday: 9:00 a.m. Staff Meeting 
  9:30 a.m. Parish Nurse 
  10:00 a.m. Chair Exercise 
 Wednesday: 7:00 p.m. Choir Practice 
 Sunday: 9:30 a.m. Sunday School 
  10:30 a.m. Coffee and Conversation 
  11:00 a.m. Worship 
  12:30 p.m. Session Meeting 
        

Prayer Lists 
Old Providence Church, Statesville 

Elkin Church, Elkin 
Eben-ezer Church, Siler City 

   
Faith Presbyterian Church Prayer List: 

 Peggy Pope Cile Gorman Gauge Humphrey
 Dot Patat  Jo Anne Jennings Caitlyn Watkins
 Bob and Ann Huffine Larry Murren Fran Cuthbertson
 Virginia Cornet Erich Bordne Pat Magnuson
 Family of Betsy Waugh Maxine Heath Family of Bonnie Evans
 Doreen Jones  Ann Collins (former member)
 Family of Lynn Beard  Georgia Renfrow 
 Pamela Klutz (daughter of Bonnie Evans) Helen Hall’s daughter 
 Kelly Bottoms (friend/Lindsey Brown) Isabel Payne 
 Mary Jane & Bob Phillips Family of Joe Brooks 
 Rebecca Elliott’s grandmother Bonnie Evans 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
INFORMATION AND PRAYER LISTS 

Statistics for November 25, 2012:  Attendance–37; Offering-$461.00 
December – Dried Beans 

 
December 2-9, 2012 

 Today: 9:30 a.m. Sunday School 
  10:30 a.m. Coffee and Conversation 
  11:00 a.m. Worship and Communion 
 Tuesday: 9:00 a.m. Staff Meeting 
  9:30 a.m. Parish Nurse 
  10:00 a.m. Chair Exercise 
 Wednesday: 7:00 p.m. Choir Practice 
 Sunday: 9:30 a.m. Sunday School 
  10:30 a.m. Coffee and Conversation 
  11:00 a.m. Worship 
  12:30 p.m. Session Meeting 
        

Prayer Lists 
Old Providence Church, Statesville 

Elkin Church, Elkin 
Eben-ezer Church, Siler City 

   
Faith Presbyterian Church Prayer List: 

 Peggy Pope Cile Gorman Gauge Humphrey
 Dot Patat  Jo Anne Jennings Caitlyn Watkins
 Bob and Ann Huffine Larry Murren Fran Cuthbertson
 Virginia Cornet Erich Bordne Pat Magnuson
 Family of Betsy Waugh Maxine Heath Family of Bonnie Evans
 Doreen Jones  Ann Collins (former member)
 Family of Lynn Beard  Georgia Renfrow 
 Pamela Klutz (daughter of Bonnie Evans) Helen Hall’s daughter 
 Kelly Bottoms (friend/Lindsey Brown) Isabel Payne 
 Mary Jane & Bob Phillips  Family of Joe Brooks 
 Rebecca Elliott’s grandmother  Bonnie Evans 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
INFORMATION AND PRAYER LISTS 

Statistics for November 25, 2012:  Attendance–37; Offering-$461.00 
December – Dried Beans 

 
December 2-9, 2012 

 Today: 9:30 a.m. Sunday School 
  10:30 a.m. Coffee and Conversation 
  11:00 a.m. Worship and Communion 
 Tuesday: 9:00 a.m. Staff Meeting 
  9:30 a.m. Parish Nurse 
  10:00 a.m. Chair Exercise 
 Wednesday: 7:00 p.m. Choir Practice 
 Sunday: 9:30 a.m. Sunday School 
  10:30 a.m. Coffee and Conversation 
  11:00 a.m. Worship 
  12:00 p.m. Session Meeting 
   
  Prayer Lists 

Old Providence Church, Statesville 
Elkin Church, Elkin 

Eben-ezer Church, Siler City 
   

Faith Presbyterian Church Prayer List: 
 Peggy Pope Cile Gorman Gauge Humphrey
 Dot Patat  Jo Anne Jennings Caitlyn Watkins
 Bob and Ann Huffine Larry Murren Fran Cuthbertson
 Virginia Cornet Erich Bordne Pat Magnuson
 Family of Betsy Waugh Maxine Heath Family of Bonnie Evans
 Doreen Jones  Ann Collins (former member)
 Family of Lynn Beard  Georgia Renfrow 
 Pamela Klutz (daughter of Bonnie Evans) Helen Hall’s daughter 
 Kelly Bottoms (friend/Lindsey Brown) Isabel Payne 
 Mary Jane & Bob Phillips  Family of Joe Brooks 
 Rebecca Elliott’s grandmother  Bonnie Evans 
 

 


