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FAITH PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

GREENSBORO, NORTH CAROLINA 

Volume 2 Number 8 August 2012 

NOTE:  What follows is a Churchwide Pastoral Letter to all churches following the 
meeting of the General Assembly in Pittsburgh June 29-July 7: 

Grace and peace to you in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

Earlier today, the 220th General Assembly (2012) of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 
adjourned after a week of worship and work as the highest council of the denomina-
tion. Just under 900 elected commissioners and advisory delegates from every pres-
bytery came from north, south, east, and west to discern together the mind of Christ 
for the PC(USA). 

This assembly’s theme, “walking, running, soaring into hope” (Isaiah 40:31) was a 
fitting description of the assembly in many ways. At one level, the commissioners 
worked tirelessly—meeting literally well into the early morning hours today to com-
plete their work—and doing so with much energy and passion. At a deeper level, the deliberations and discernment 
of this assembly reflect a church that is endeavoring to know how to demonstrate faithfully and effectively the gos-
pel of Jesus Christ in the 21st century. 

Some of the highlights: 

Worship – The assembly paused daily in the midst of its business, in the same space, to worship. Each of the preach-
ers used the same text, Mark 2:1-12, chosen by outgoing GA Moderator, Cindy Bolbach. Commissioners and advisory 
delegates prayed and sang often, using selections from the upcoming new hymnal from the Presbyterian Publishing 
Corporation, Glory to God, which the assembly voted to commend to the church (available in 2013; 
www.presbyterianhymnal.org). 

Community – Those who have experienced a General Assembly speak overwhelmingly of the sense of connected-
ness that develops over the course of the assembly, and this one was no exception. Group meals, committee work, 
mission tours, exhibit hall, and more provided opportunities to make new friends and reconnect with those for 
whom an assembly is a “family reunion.” You can get a sense of that community through the photo and video gal-
lery and more at www.pcusa.org/ga220. The community extended beyond Pittsburgh, as well—thousands gathered 
in this country and around the world through social media to watch the proceedings 
(www.twitter.com/search/ga220). 

Business – The assembly addressed roughly 800 items of business in the form of overtures, reports, commissioner 
resolutions and more. We commend to you PC-biz (www.pc-biz.org), the online site where you can read about each 
item of business. Some topics that were before the assembly are likely to draw me-
dia attention—perhaps they already have where you live. We want to highlight some 
of them, sharing with you the actions taken by the assembly: 

 Definition of marriage – The assembly chose not to change the current defi-
nition of marriage that is in the PC(USA) constitution, namely, that marriage 
is a civil contract “between a man and a woman.” Rather, through its action 
to approve a two-year study, the assembly is inviting the entire church to 
engage in serious, deliberate conversation on this issue. 

(continued on page 5) 

 

 

 

 

 

In the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, who is our peace, 
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Peggy Pope Caitlyn Watkins Fran Cuthbertson Bob and Ann Huffine 

Dot Patat ‘Cile Gorman Erich Bordne Pat Magnuson 

Jo Anne Jennings 

Mrs. Maready 

Virginia Cornet 

Ann Collins 

Kelly Bottoms (Lindsey’s 
friend) 

Maxine Heath 

Pamela Klutz 

Larry Murren Family of Bonnie Evans Helen Hall’s daughter Doreen Jones 

Family of Betsy Waugh Family of Marjorie McGuire Georgia Renfrow Family of Lisa Moran 

Gauge Humphrey 

Isabel Payne 

Mary Jane & Bob Phillips 

Family of Joe Brooks 

Family of Lynn Beard 

 

Rebecca Elliott’s grand-
mother 

Prayer Concerns 

Please Note:  The office makes every effort to keep this list current and accurate.  We need your help 
to insure that.  If you know of changes, additions, or deletions, please let the office know as soon as 

possible.  We can all help in keeping each other informed. 

YOUR CHURCH STAFF & LEADERS 
Pastor:  John W. Johnson 

Parish Associate:  James M. Rissmiller 

Director of Music Ministries:   

Parish Nurse:  Lois Bazhaw 

Office Administrator:  Lynn Beard 

Child Care Coordinator:  Michelle Watkins 

Officers and Leaders 

Lindsey Brown 

Rebecca Elliott 

 Carolyn Campbell 

Rollie Garcia 

Jeff Hale 

Debbie Johnson  

Sandy Jones 

Laura Maher 

Betty Rissmiller 

Bonnie Maready:  Interim Clerk of Session 

Tim Maher:  Church Treasurer 

Sign up in the narthex 
for refreshments for 
Coffee & Conversation 

And 

For f lowers for the 
Sanctuary 

Homebound Communion 

Homebound Communion is offered a minimum of twice per year – during Lent and 
Advent.  Any person wishing to receive communion at other times than these is 

welcome to call the church office to make the request. 

FAITH PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

Each Sunday 
9:15 – 9:45 a.m. 
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FAITH PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

 June 2012 Treasurer’s Report 

June Budgeted Income $9,465.33 

June Actual Income $7,934.11 

Surplus (Deficit) ($1,531.22) 

June Budgeted Expenses $12,743.14 

June Actual Expenses $12,766.47 

Surplus (Deficit) ($23.33) 

Year-to-Date Budgeted Income $56,378.62 

Year-to-Date Actual Income $59,565.92 

Year-to-Date Surplus (Deficit) $3,187.30 

Year-to-Date Budgeted Expenses $76,459.72 

Year-to-Date Actual Expenses $67,339.76 

Year-to-Date Surplus (Deficit) $9.119.96 

Year-to-Date Overall Budget (Deficit) ($20,081.10) 

Year-to-Date Overall Actual (Deficit) ($7,773.84) 

Year-to-Date Overall Surplus (Deficit) $12,307.26 

 

     Birthdays            
2 Marvin Connolly 
6 Colin Caddell 
7 Barbara Hood 
8 Jo Anne Jennings 
8 Elana Levy 

10 Brandon Burch 
15 Rosemary Battle 
16 Helen Hall 
23 Ann Huffine 

  

 
 

 Anniversaries            
1 John & Debbie Johnson 
5 Larry & Sandy Jones 
9 Mike & Bonnie 

Maready 
14 Colin & Carolyn Caddell 
21 Ed & Marge Mack 
29 Bob & Marge Zeliff 

 
 

 

G.U.M Food of the Month 

August – Canned Soup 

Please place your non-perishable 

items in the container marked “GUM 

Food of the Month” in the Narthex. 
 

Pennies for Hunger 

Third Sunday – August 19th  

Come forward during the final hymn 

during worship with your donations 

to this most worthy cause. 
 

Pastor’s Discretionary Fund 
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FAITH PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

August Worship Themes 

Date Lectionary Texts Sermon Topic Hymns 
August 5 
Communion 

II Samuel 11:26-12:13a; Psalm 51:1-
12; Ephesians 4:1-16; 
John 6:24-35 

I Believe in the Holy 
Catholic Church (Jim 
Rissmiller preaching) 

The Church’s One Foundation 
Lord, Speak to Me That I May Speak 

August 12 II Samuel 18:5-9, 15, 31-33; Psalm 
130; Ephesians 4:25-5:2; 
John 6:35, 41-51 

Finally, A Diet That 
Really Works! 

Gather Us In 
Fairest Lord Jesus 
Lord, You Have Come to the Lakeshore 

August 19 I Kings 2:1-012, 3:3-14; Psalm 111; 
Ephesians 5:15-20; 
John 6:51-58 

TBA TBA 

August 26 I Kings 8:22-30, 41-43; Psalm 84; 
Ephesians 6:10-20; 
John 6:56-59 

Preparing for Our 
Battles 

God Is Here! 
God of the Sparrow 
Lead On, O King Eternal 

 

 

 

 

 

As per usual, your Session did not meet during the month of July.  The August stated meeting is scheduled for Au-
gust 12th immediately following the church school hour. 
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FAITH PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

(continued from page 1) 

 Middle East – The assembly chose not to divest from three companies participating in “non-peaceful pur-
suits” in the West Bank, East Jerusalem and Gaza. Rather, the assembly voted “to pursue a positive and 
creative course of action with respect to the current Palestinian/Israeli conflict,” and to “devise a plan of ac-
tive engagement and projects that will support collaboration among Christians, Jews, and Muslims.” The 
assembly also approved a boycott on “all Israeli products coming from the occupied Palestinian territories.” 

 1001 Movement – The assembly overwhelming supported a movement to create 1001 worshiping communi-
ties (www.onethousandone.org). Those communities of faith will perhaps look much different from tradi-
tional congregations, but those that are already underway—in coffee shops, shopping malls, even on bicy-
cles—are changing the world and the church for the sake of the gospel. 

Commissioners and advisory delegates wrestled passionately together in heart, mind, and prayer, yet did so re-
spectfully and graciously. Rarely were votes taken that had a wider margin than 60%-40%. On marriage and the Mid-
dle East issues, the voting results were extremely close. More than once, commissioners rose with requests to re-
consider items already approved. 

Obviously, we are working through difficult issues that do not get easily resolved by one or two votes, or even with-
in one or two years. Nevertheless, we stand firmly in the conviction and hope that God is present with us – behind, 
before, and beside us. 

Each assembly committee opened its meeting with prayer and reflection on Paul’s encouragement to the church in 
Ephesus: “…making every effort to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace” (4:3). This is our prayer, as 
well. 

We pray that every effort will be made to continue conversation at every level of the church—from congregations 
to presbyteries to synods to the General Assembly—encouraging and engaging one another, maintaining the unity 
of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 

May the good and faithful work begun in Pittsburgh continue, remembering that “those who hope in the Lord will 
renew their strength. They will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not grow weary, they will walk and not 
faint” (Isaiah 40:31). 

In the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, who is our peace, 

The Rev. Neal D. Presa  

Moderator, 220th General Assembly 

 

The Rev. Tom Trinidad  

Vice Moderator, 220th General Assembly 

 

The Rev. Gradye Parsons  

Stated Clerk of the General Assembly 

 

Elder Linda Bryant Valentine  

Executive Director, Presbyterian Mission Agency  

(formerly General Assembly Mission Council) 
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Continuing through August, our Adult Sunday school class will take on 
a new look and new format as we go Beyond the Sermon.  Led and 
facilitated by our dedicated team of teachers, each session will look at 
that particular Sunday’s scripture text and sermon to initiate what will 

most assuredly be some lively and engaging discussion.  In addition, there will be space provided in each 
Sunday’s bulletin for note-taking regarding the sermons and questions that you might have as we move 
to the class following worship each Sunday.   

Everyone is invited to take advantage of this unique opportunity to explore further our sermon topics 
each Sunday.  How often has there been something said during the sermon, or something that triggers a 
thought or question that you would want to delve into a little deeper?  Now you have an opportunity to 
do that.   

If you are a regular attendee of the class, we know you will enjoy this new format.  If you have not been 
for a while, or have not previously participated, now is a great opportunity to give it a try!  Following wor-
ship, which will end around 10:45, and a brief time of fellowship and transition, we will gather in the parlor 
at 11:00 each Sunday, and will wrap everything up by noon.   

We Presbyterians affirm the idea that Christian Education is a lifelong process.  We can all learn some-
thing more about this life of faith.  Don’t let this opportunity pass you by.  Take advantage – and grow! 

FAITH PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

We are beginning work on our long-awaited pictorial directory!  This one will be pro-
duced in-house – no backdrop or stiffly posed photos!  So, starting with the Fellowship 
Brunch on Sunday, July 22, we will be taking candid photos for the new directory.  Dur-
ing the brunch, we will ask you to step away for a few moments to be photographed, 
so be thinking about where you would like to be photographed.  If you miss a Sunday, 
we will make arrangements to include you at the August brunch or schedule your photo 
separately at a mutually convenient time.   We hope to have the directory ready for dis-
tribution in the fall. 

Our Theology on Tap study series continues to enrich and engage those who have cho-
sen to make that a part of their Tuesday evenings.  As July comes to a close, and Au-
gust begins, we begin a new study entitled The Gospel According to Starbucks, by 
Leonard Sweet.  Here’s what the blurb on Amazon said about this book: 

You don’t stand in line at Starbucks® just to buy a cup of coffee. You stop for the experi-
ence surrounding the cup of coffee. 

Too many of us line up for God out of duty or guilt. We completely miss the warmth and 
richness of the experience of living with God. If we’d learn to see what God is doing on 
earth, we could participate fully in the irresistible life that he offers.  

You can learn to pay attention like never before, to identify where God is already in business right in your 
neighborhood. The doors are open and the coffee is brewing. God is serving the refreshing antidote to the 
unsatisfying, arms-length spiritual life–and he won’t even make you stand in line.  

Let Leonard Sweet show you how the passion that Starbucks® has for creating an irresistible experience 
can connect you with God’s stirring introduction to the experience of faith. 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   1 2 3 4 
 

 

9:15 – Coffee & Conver-
sation 
9:45 – Worship & 
Communion 
11:00 – Sunday School 

 

 

 

6:00 – Tar Heel 
Chorus 

 

 

9:00 – Staff Mtg. 
10:00 – Parish Nurse/ 
Chair Exercise 
7:00  pm Boy Scouts 
7:00 pm – Theology 
on Tap 

 

 

  

8:00 pm – Narcotics 
Anonymous 

 

 

8:00 pm – Narcotics 
Anonymous 

 

 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 
 
 
9:15 – Coffee & Conver-
sation 
9:45 – Worship  
11:00 – Sunday School 
 

 

6:00 – Tar Heel 
Chorus 
6:30 – Health Minis-
tries Committee 
 

9:00 – Staff Mtg. 
10:00 – Parish Nurse/ 
Chair Exercise 
7:00  pm Boy Scouts 
7:00 pm – Theology 
on Tap 

6 pm – Music Direc-
tor Interview 

7:00 – Vision Team 
8:00 pm – Narcotics 
Anonymous 

 

8:00 pm – Narcotics 
Anonymous 

 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 
9:15 – Coffee & Conver-
sation 
9:45 – Worship 
11:00 – Sunday School 

 

6:00 – Tar Heel 
Chorus 

 

9:00 – Staff Mtg. 
10:00 – Parish Nurse/ 
Chair Exercise 
7:00  pm – Boy 
Scouts 
7:00 pm – Theology 
on Tap 

 8:00 pm – Narcotics 
Anonymous 

 

 
 
8:00 pm – Narcotics 
Anonymous 

 

 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 
 
 
 
 

9:15 – Coffee & Conver-
sation 
9:45 – Worship 
10:45 – Fellowship 
11:00 – Sunday School 

 

6:00 – Tar Heel 
Chorus 

9:00 – Staff Mtg. 
10:00 – Parish Nurse/ 
Chair Exercise 
7:00 Boy Scouts 
7:00 pm – Theology 
on Tap 

 8:00 pm – Narcotics 
Anonymous 

 

8:00 pm – Narcotics 
Anonymous 

9 am - Korean 
School 

26 27 28 29 30 31  

PENNIES FOR HUNGER 
9:15 – Coffee & Conver-
sation 
9:45 – Worship 
11:00 – Sunday School 
12:00 Fellowship 
Brunch 
Health Ministries Movie 

 

6:00 – Tar Heel 
Chorus 

 

9:00 – Staff Mtg. 
10:00 – Parish Nurse/ 
 Chair Exercise 
7:00  pm Boy Scouts 
7:00 pm – Theology 
on Tap 

 8:00 pm – Narcotics 
Anonymous 

 

8:00 pm – Narcotics 
Anonymous 

 

 

FAITH PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

John On Vacation 

John Out 

John Out 

Vacation Bible School – Fellowship Presbyterian Church 

John On Vacation 

 

Jim Preaching 
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FAITH PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

Theology on Tap 

7:00 each Tuesday 

Evening 

Elizabeth’s Pizza (Quak-

er Village) 

Fellowship Brunch 

August 26, 2012 - 12:00 a.m.  

(immediately following worship) 

Special program by Health Ministries 
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FAITH PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Faith Friends,                                                                                                                                                                 
 Chris Tuttle was the minister then and heard about it at a Presbytery meeting.  He liked 
what he heard and contacted the local consultant who had given the presentation.  The consult-
ant spoke with him in depth.  Chris arranged for a Sunday School Class to hear this presentation 
and they liked what they heard and arranged to have the consultant present to the congregation 
at a summer dinner meeting.  Chris told the group that the consultant would stay after the 
presentation.   If anyone in the group wanted to see it happen here at Faith they should stay too.  
Ten people stayed and learned how to write for a grant to help pay for it. “IT” was Parish Nurs-
ing or Congregational Nursing as it is called here in Greensboro. And that was the beginning of 
our Health Ministry and Congregational Nurse program here at Faith.  This August we will be cel-
ebrating the 7th anniversary of our Health Ministry.  I’m pleased to say that we have accom-
plished many things during these seven years and have received the excellence award for every 
year we have been in the program through Cone Health.  The Health Ministry Committee would 
like to give the congregation a gift.  At the August 26th brunch we will not only have food but will 
show the film, “For the Love of It”.  This will take place just after worship in place of Sunday 
School.  I hope you will join us for our 7th anniversary celebration. 

Events: 
Health Ministry Committee meets at 6:30 PM, August 6th in the Parlor.   

Lois is in the office on Tuesdays from 9 AM to 1PM.   

Chair exercise is on Tuesdays at 10:00 AM in the Fellowship Hall.  Come join the fun.  We have all 
the equipment.  We’re just missing you! 

Health Ministry Anniversary Celebration—August 26th at the brunch after worship.  We will be 
showing a 25 minute DVD “For the Love of It” by National Geographic photographer, DeWitt 
Jones.  The following is a brief description of the DVD:  

How can you find a way to love what you do?  
Every day? Dewitt shares the importance of beginning each day with a full cup and discusses how 
we all have the ability to love what we do through honoring our passion, making a contribution to 
those around us, and expressing gratitude. 

Blessings,  

Lois 

  

Lois 
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DEPRESSION AND OLDER ADULTS 
By 

Betty L. Brewer 
 

 Depression is one of those diseases we have all heard about but may be unaware that it is a relatively 
common illness affecting older adults.   Unfortunately, it is also a problem that many older adults do not want to 
acknowledge and, therefore, it often goes untreated.   For others, it can be a situation in which symptoms of other 
diseases take a more prominent role and their doctors find it more difficult to diagnose the presence of depres-
sion.    When properly diagnosed, it can be treated, leading to a healthier, happier life for the individual and those 
around them.   

 The most serious form is called major depression, major depressive disorder, or clinical depression.  
(MayoClinic)  It is a serious chronic illness, requiring long-term medical treatment.  It can cause different physical 
and emotional effects among those who suffer from it.  Person A may have a different set of symptoms than Per-
son B.  Possible symptoms include  “…feeling sad or ‘empty’; feeling hopeless, irritable, anxious, or guilty; loss of 
interest in favorite activities; feeling very tired; not being able to concentrate or remember details; not being able 
to sleep, or sleeping too much; overeating,  or not wanting to eat at all; thoughts of suicide, suicide attempts; 
aches or pains, headaches, cramps, or digestive problems.”  (NIMH)  It is important to re-emphasize that depres-
sion in older adults often goes undiagnosed because “…the symptoms may be caused by other illnesses…” or 
they may just be less obvious.  (MayoClinic)  But, any suicidal thinking “…is a sign of serious depression that should 
never be taken lightly, especially in men.  Of all people with depression, older adult men are at the highest risk of 
suicide.”  (MayoClinic) 

 What causes depression?  At best, research has suggested several factors that may contribute to its devel-
opment.   These include biological characteristics, such as genetic predisposition, brain chemistry or hormone 
changes.  Or external factors, such as early childhood traumatic events, loss of a loved one, financial problems, or 
serious stress levels, may be contributors.  (MayoClinic; NIMH)  Factors that increase the risk of depression in older 
adults include having a serious illness, abuse of alcohol, nicotine or illicit drugs, certain medications for high blood 
pressure and sleeping pills, episodes of depression in earlier years, death of a loved one, or depression among fam-
ily members or friends.  (MayoClinic)  Women are more likely to be diagnosed with depression, possibly because 
they are more likely to seek treatment.    

 Getting help starts with your doctor who will want to determine that symptoms are not caused by existing 
health concerns or medications.  When these are ruled out, referral to a mental health professional specializing in 
older adults should follow.  Treatment alternatives include medications called antidepressants.  Note that it may 
take several weeks for these to work and that side effects are possible and should always immediately be reported 
to your doctor.  Psychotherapy focuses on “…teaching new ways of thinking and behaving, and changing habits 
that may be contributing to the depression.”  (NIMH)  For more severe depression, electroconvulsive therapy is 
sometimes used; it is also used when medications or psychotherapy do not appear to be effective.  (NIMH) 

 Depression is not a natural part of aging.  It is, unfortunately, a condition that is often underdiagnosed and 
undertreated among older adults.  Depression is not a defect in the individual; it is a serious health concern that 
needs to be recognized and treated, just as any other major health concern would be treated. When properly 
treated, the “golden years” can be a time of pleasure.   

REFERENCES 
Mayo Clinic Staff.  “Depression (major depression).”  MAYOCLINIC.COM, February 10, 2012.  
Http://www.mayclinic.com/health/depression/DS00175. 
 
“Older Adults and Depression.”  NIMH (National Institute of Mental Health).  Publication No. QF 11-7697 
 

FAITH PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

http://www.mayclinic.com/health/depression/DS00175
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 Healthwise Kids  
 “This God—his way is perfect… Psalms 18:30 

 

Have you ever heard the saying, “God doesn’t make junk?”  I think that is true.  He made the world 
and all that is in it including you and me.  He made the bees that make honey but in the process 
they pollinate the plants. That enables us to have fruits and vegetables.  He made worms and their 
purpose is far more than to help us go fishing.  Worms eat dead leaves and things we would call 
garbage and turn it into compost for the soil.  As worms move through the soil they also loosen the 
soil. Flowers are beautiful and give us joy but from some plants we can also make medications.  
God doesn’t make junk.  Everything has a purpose even you.  Sometimes our purpose seems to 
change.  But if you look at nature we see that many of God’s creatures seem to have more than one 
purpose.   Why did God make us?  What do you think your purpose is in life right now?  There is no 
right or wrong answer.  Maybe you feel God put you here right now to be a friend to someone who 
is lonely.  In 1 Corinthians 10:31 it says,”….do everything that way, heartily and freely to God’s glo-
ry.” (from The Message)  Can you draw or write something in the space below that shows how 
your life gives God glory?   Hope you will think about how wonderfully God . 

Miss Lois 

FAITH PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
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 FAITH PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
6309 W. FRIENDLY AVE. 
GREENSBORO, NC  27410 

336.292.5704 
Email:  office@faithpresgso.org 
Website:  www.faithpresgso.org 

 
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

AUGUST RESPONSIBILITIES 

Elders of the Month – Lindsey Brown and Carolyn Campbell 

Ushers:  Vacant – Sign up in Church office 

We are a loving faith family 

Worshipping and serving God 

And testifying in word and deed 

As disciples of Jesus Christ  


