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As I write this, my “to-do” list as to what I need to do over the next three weeks
continues to grow. It seems that when I mark one item off as “complete,” I add
two more tasks to take its place. But the reality is that on January 15th I will
begin my call as the new pastor at Bethany Presbyterian Church in Graham.
Saying goodbye is never easy, and I know the next few weeks will be emotional ones.
One of the difficulties when I was serving in interim ministry was not wanting to get too close to members of the congregation, because the time with
a particular church was so limited. But being a person who thrives on relationships,
this has always been difficult. Even though this was not an interim call, it was all too brief. So, after
three short years, my time at Faith is nearing completion, and I must move on, leaving behind dear
friends with whom I have been privileged to serve in Christ’s church.
I must, first of all, say “thank you!” Thank you for all the warm words of appreciation and well wishes.
Thank you for the thoughtful e-mails and hugs. Thank you for your support for me and my work during
my time with you. You have all made my time here one of joy and fulfillment. I look back over the three
years and see what has been accomplished, and I am very pleased. There is always more to do, but I feel
like we have made great strides to be the church the Christ wants Faith to be in this time and place.
And so now you move into another time of transition. I would ask that you earnestly pray for your newly
formed Transition Team, consisting of: Jay Elliott, chair, Lindsey Brown, Carolyn Campbell, and Bob
Waugh, with support from Jim Rissmiller. Pray for them as they begin the process of securing an Interim
Pastor, and as they consult with the presbytery as to future plans. I would ask that you pray for your elders, who give so selflessly of their time and energy for the betterment of this church, and in response
to their call to serve. Pray for the person that God is already calling to be your Interim Pastor. Pray for
this person and the Transition Team to discern this call.
As a person who strives to listen to God every day, and to see how and where God is leading in my life, I
struggle sometimes, as I’m sure we all do, to clearly hear that voice. Without reservation I can say that
God has spoken to me with clarity and without any doubt that the place I should serve Him is with the
body of Christ come to life as Bethany Presbyterian. I covet your prayers now as I move on to this new
challenge and adventure. And I hope that you will remember me with a smile.
With fondness,

John
January 2013

1

FAITH PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
YOUR CHURCH STAFF & LEADERS
Pastor: John W. Johnson
Parish Associate: James M. Rissmiller
Director of Music Ministries: Jeremy Corn
Parish Nurse: Lois Bazhaw
Office Administrator: Lynn Beard
Child Care Coordinator: Michelle Watkins
Officers and Leaders
Lindsey Brown
Rebecca Elliott
Rollie Garcia
Sandy Jones
Betty Rissmiller
Betsy Rule
Bonnie Maready: Interim Clerk of Session
Jay Elliott: Acting Church Treasurer

Sign up in the narthex
for refreshments for
Coffee & Conversation
And
For flowers for the
Sanctuary

Each Sunday
10:30 a.m.
Prayer Concerns
Please Note: The office makes every effort to keep this list current and accurate. We need your help
to insure that. If you know of changes, additions, or deletions, please let the office know as soon as
possible. We can all help in keeping each other informed.
Peggy Pope
Dot Patat
Jo Anne Jennings
Georgia Renfrow
Larry Murren
Family of Betsy Waugh
Gauge Humphrey

Kaitlyn Watkins
‘Cile Gorman
Virginia Cornet
Ann Collins
Family of Bonnie Evans
Family of Lisa Moran
Mary Jane & Bob Phillips

Fran Cuthbertson
Erich Bordne
Kelly Bottoms (Lindsey’s
friend)
Helen Hall’s daughter
Bonnie Evans
Rebecca Elliott’s grandmother

Bob and Ann Huffine
Pat Magnuson
Maxine Heath
Pamela Klutz
Doreen Jones
Family of Joe Brooks
Isabel Payne

Homebound Communion
Homebound Communion is offered a minimum of twice per year – during Lent and
Advent. Any person wishing to receive communion at other times than these is
welcome to call the church office to make the request.
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Congratulations to Ashley and Rollie!
Daniel Walter Garcia made his way into
the world on December 19th weighing 8 lb
10 oz.

November 2012 Treasurer’s Report
November Budgeted Income
November Actual Income
Surplus (Deficit)

Birthdays
4
5
17
25
25
26
29

A
n
n
i
v
e
r
G.U.M Food of the Month
s
January – Canned Meats
a
Please place your non-perishable
items in the container marked “GUM r
Food of the Month” in the Narthex. i
e
Pennies for Hunger
s
Fourth Sunday – January 27th
Come forward during the final hymn
during worship with your donations
to this most worthy cause.

6

$12,146.79
$2,681.49

November Budgeted Expenses

$12,743.00

November Actual Expenses

$10,371.63

Surplus (Deficit)

Benjamin Roberts
Sharon Wilson
Peggy McGuire
Rita Elliott
Peggy Pope
Brooklyn Burch
Sandy Henderson

$9,465.30

$2,371.37

Year-to-Date Budgeted Income

$104,352.75

Year-to-Date Actual Income

$108,854.91

Year-to-Date Surplus (Deficit)

$4.502.16

Year-to-Date Budgeted Expenses

$139,159.56

Year-to-Date Actual Expenses

$117,426.91

Year-to-Date Surplus (Deficit)

$21,732.75

Year-to-Date Overall Actual (Deficit)

($8,572.00)

Year-to-Date Overall Budget (Deficit)

($34,806.91)

Year-to-Date Overall Surplus (Deficit)

$26,234.91

Harold & Sandy Henderson

Pastor’s Discretionary Fund
January 2013
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Your Session met for its regular monthly stated meeting on Sunday, December 16 th, immediately following the Fellowship Brunch. Here are some highlights of the meeting:


Betty Rissmiller led the Session in an opening devotion



John began the meeting by sharing with the Session his request that the pastoral relationship with Faith be
dissolved, so that he might accept the call of Bethany Presbyterian Church in Graham to be their pastor. A
lengthy discussion followed as to future plans. John invited Rev. Jim Rissmiller, our Parish Associate, who
has been appointed by the presbytery to moderate the Session following John’s departure, to share some
insights as to the transition process. The first task is to appoint a Transition Team. Several names were
suggested, and Jim will meet with this team on December 20 th to begin their work.



Reporting for the Nominating Committee, John shared with the Session the difficulty in filling all seats on
the nine-member Session. With the resignations of Jeff Hale and Debbie Johnson, it was discussed and approved to present as a recommendation to the congregation the reduction in size of the Session from nine
to six – three classes of two.



Clerk’s Report – correspondence: letter of resignation from the Session of Jeff Hale.



Financial Report – Tim reported on financial situation / Korean school delinquent on payments – will be contacted / making transition to Church Pro software with Jay



Vision Team – during four Sundays of Advent, team members are presenting updates on what’s been happening this year



Outreach – Laura reported that soil samples are being taken as garden is prepared for winter



Worship – Christmas Eve service set for 7:00 on 12/24 / communion served



Congregational Care – Christmas dinner was huge success!



Missions – Health Ministries committee collecting donations for needy families



Administration – tile in men’s restroom will be repaired



Other business: John recognized outgoing elders Carolyn Campbell and Laura Maher, and retiring Treasurer, Tim Maher for their service and dedication / other options being explored for renters for the church /
approval given for Christmas gifts for staff

January Worship Themes
Date

Lectionary Texts

Sermon Topic

Hymns

January 6
Communion

Isaiah 60:1-6; Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14;
Ephesians 3:1-12;
Matthew 2:1-12

Why I Am . . .

TBA

January 13

Isaiah 43:1-7; Psalm 29;
Acts 8:14-17;
Luke 3:15-17, 21-22
Isaiah 62:1-5; Psalm 36:5-10;
I Corinthians 12:1-11;
John 2:1-11
Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10; Psalm
19; I Corinthians 12:12-31a;
Luke 4:14-21

Remembering Our
Baptism

TBA

TBA

TBA

TBA

TBA

January 20

January 27

January 2013
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As Faith now enters another time of transition with
John moving on to a new call, it is not unusual for
there to be some questioning about what is next.
Yes, there will be some changes coming – and soon –
but know that wheels are already in motion for there
to be a continuity of pastoral leadership here at Faith.
So here’s what has already happened, and what will
happen:


At the Session meeting on December 16th, our
Parish Associate Jim Rissmiller was present to
help provide some guidance as to “next
steps.” With Jim’s experience on staff of Salem Presbytery, he can be of great help during
this transition period. The presbytery has already appointed Jim as Moderator of the Session as
of January 14th.


The Session appointed a Transition Team, whose main task will be to secure an Interim Pastor to
come on board to take over all pastoral responsibilities. The team is comprised of: Jay Elliott,
chair, Lindsey Brown, Carolyn Campbell, and Bob Waugh. They have already met to begin their
work.



The Committee on Ministry of Salem Presbytery has appointed a liaison that will work with the
Transition Team and eventually the Pastor Nominating Committee (PNC) during this interim period.



John’s last Sunday is January 13th. The Transition Team is planning a farewell brunch that will take
place after worship and the Congregational Meeting that day.



There will be worship leadership in place for January 20th and beyond.



The role of our Parish Associate will change as well. In the Presbyterian system the Parish Associate is directly related to the pastoral leadership at the time. So with the departure of John, Jim’s
role as Parish Associate will change as well. We are in the process of determining what options
are available for Jim to remain associated with Faith in some capacity.

It is important to trust the process and to trust the leadership that you have elected to carry out the responsibilities of the congregation. And continue to pray for all involved so that the ministry of Faith can
continue for many years to come.

January 2013
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We continue work on our long-awaited pictorial directory! With the
changes in our pastoral leadership, this project may be put off a little
longer, but it is certainly not forgotten. Those who have not had their
pictures taken will be contacted as to the next time this will happen.
Stay tuned!
January 2013
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

1
NEW YEAR’S DAY
(Office Closed)

6
9:45 – Sunday School
10:45 - Coffee and
Conversation
11:00 – Worship and
Communion
1:30 – Rock Church

13
9:45 – Sunday School
10:45 - Coffee and
Conversation
11:00 –Worship & Congregational Meeting
Farewell Brunch for
John & Debbie
1:30 – Session Meeting
1:30 – Rock Church

20
9:45 – Sunday School
10:45-Coffee and Conversation
11:00 – Worship
1:30 – Rock Church

27
PENNIES FOR HUNGER
9:45 – Sunday School
11:00 –Worship
12:00 – Fellowship
Brunch
1:30 – Rock Church

January 2013
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6:30 – Health Ministries Committee
7 pm – Rock Church

14
7 pm – Rock Church

21
BIRTHDAY OF
MARTIN LUTHER
KING, JR.
(Office Closed)
7 pm Rock Church

28
7 pm Rock Church

Thursday

2
7 pm – Choir Practice
7 pm – Rock Church

8

9

9:00 – Staff Mtg.
10:00 – Parish Nurse/
Chair Exercise
7:00 - Boy Scouts
7:00 pm – Theology
on Tap

7 pm – Choir Practice
7 pm – Rock Church

15

16

9:00 – Staff Mtg.
10:00 – Parish Nurse/
Chair Exercise
11:00 Circle of Faith
7:00 – Boy Scouts
7:00 pm – Theology
on Tap

7 pm – Choir Practice
7 pm – Rock Church

22

23

9:00 – Staff Mtg.
10:00 – Parish Nurse/
Chair Exercise
7:00 - Boy Scouts
7:00 pm – Theology
on Tap

7 pm – Choir Practice
7 pm – Rock Church

29

30

9:00 – Staff Mtg.
10:00 – Parish Nurse/
Chair Exercise
7:00 - Boy Scouts
7:00 pm – Theology
on Tap

7 pm – Choir Practice
7 pm – Rock Church

Friday

3
6:45 p.m. - Transition Meeting
8:00 pm – Narcotics
Anonymous

10
8:00 pm – Narcotics
Anonymous

17
8:00 pm – Narcotics
Anonymous

24
8:00 pm – Narcotics
Anonymous

Saturday

4

5

8:00 pm – Narcotics
Anonymous

11

12

8:00 pm – Narcotics
Anonymous

18

19

8:00 pm – Narcotics
Anonymous

25

26

8:00 pm – Narcotics
Anonymous

31
8:00 pm – Narcotics
Anonymous

7
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Theology on Tap
7:00 each Tuesday
Evening
Elizabeth’s Pizza (Quaker Village)

Come join in a farewell
for
John & Debbie
Johnson
January 13th

January 2013
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where is the break

Dear Faith Friends,
Stupendous! Terrific! Wow! I am sitting here in amazement at what God did through
you for some families this Christmas. Your response to Betsy’s phone calls enabled
my little elves to go shopping and bring some joy to families who would not have had
gifts on Christmas Day. God also opened up a company’s heart and that company
gave us lots of wonderful clothing samples that we could share. Instead of one item of
clothing, we were able to give 4-5 articles of clothing to each child. Each child also
received the toy that was top on their list. One mother told me, “I’ve already told my
kids that there wasn’t going to be any Christmas gifts this year. They’ll be so surprised.” The other mother said, “I’m so grateful for what you’ve (Faith PC) done for
us.” If Faith is able to make this type of impact at Christmas, I wonder what it would
be like if we were doing something all year long. The vegetable garden was a great example from last year. I don’t have the answers, just the question. If you have an idea
I’d be open to listening.
Events:
Health Ministry Committee meets at 6:30 PM, Jan. 7 in the Parlor.
Lois is in the office on Tuesdays from 9 AM to 1PM.
Chair exercise is on Tuesdays at 10:00 AM in the Fellowship Hall. This class is open
to all.

New Year Blessings,
Lois

January 2013

9

FAITH PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
FOOT HEALTH
By
Betty L. Brewer
Often, they are among the parts of the body we readily complain about but don’t think they require attention until
the problem becomes more severe. They can be one of the early indicators of serious health concerns affecting other parts of
the body, such as diabetes or arthritis, and they are essential for moving us from one place to another throughout our lives.
But, often, more attention is given to fashion choices for our shoes than the health status of our feet.
After showering or bathing, take time to thoroughly dry your feet, including the area between your toes. Because
your feet are covered with stockings and shoes, they are “in the dark” most of the time, providing prime breeding ground for
fungal infections which cause “…dry skin, redness, blisters, itching, and peeling.” (National institute on Aging) Your feet can
be affected by warts, which are caused by viruses. Ingrown toenails can be very painful and may require a doctor’s attention.
These can be avoided by cutting the nail straight across, instead of following the curvature of the toe.
Additionally, poorly fitting shoes can aggravate a number of foot problems, such as corns or calluses, or create new
problems, such as bunions, for your feet. They can also worsen neuromas, which result when tissue builds up around a nerve
which has become inflamed, usually on the ball of your foot. A neuroma can “…cause tingling, numbness, or pain in the ball
of your foot and toes.” (National Institute of Aging)
Hammertoes result from “…shortening of the tendons that control toe movements. The toe joint grows and pulls
the toe back.” (National Institute on Aging) They can cause the formation of corns and may affect your balance.
Heel pain is a common problem for women and for runners. Plantar fasciitis “…means that you have inflamed the
tough, fibrous band of tissue (fascia) connecting your heel bone to your toes.” (AOFAS) It is especially associated with those
who are overweight, those whose jobs require long periods of hard surface standing/walking, and those who are heavily involved in running exercises.
All of these different types of foot problems may require the services of foot specialists called podiatrists. Different
treatments, sometimes including surgery, may be required depending on the severity of the problem. Your doctor is your first
source of information and can provide a referral to an appropriate foot specialist.
Certain diseases can have serious effects on your feet. Diabetes and peripheral artery disease are two of these. Each affects
the blood flow to your feet. Poor blood flow means that any scratches or bruises can become infected and, therefore, dangerous. A foot sore that does not heal is a symptom that you need to see your doctor immediately to get it checked out. (National Institute of Aging)
A recurring cause of foot problems is shoe selection. Fashion choices often are the starting for future serious foot
problems. So it is important to highlight some key factors in choosing appropriate footwear for better foot health. Your foot
size changes as you grow older. Your shoe size as an 18-year- old is highly unlikely to be your shoe size as a 45- or 60-year-old.
Additionally, today there tends to be inconsistencies in shoe sizes themselves among different brands. You may need different
sizes for different types of shoes, such as athletic versus dress shoes. So you need to do two things: have your feet measured
when buying shoes and try on multiple pairs. You may well find that two pairs of the same size shoe fit you differently.
Focus on your larger foot. Yes, one foot is larger than the other. So be sure you are trying the shoe(s) on the larger foot, preferably on both feet. When you find a shoe you like, put on both shoes and walk around in them to be sure that you are not
experiencing sliding of your foot within the shoe or shoes that are too tight, which are guaranteed to cause you problems.
(National Institute of Aging)
Be very careful about the use of flip-flops and sandals. Foot specialists increasingly express concern about these
shoes which can cause major problems for your feet. Flip flops provide inadequate support for the arch of the foot, affect the
way you actually walk, and expose the feet to sun damage. The result is increasing numbers of people suffering from problems to the arches in their feet, plantar fasciitis, nerve damage, sun damage, damage to toes and nails, and pain affecting their
lower back, hips, legs and feet. Flip flops should never be everyday shoe wear and are considered the worst shoes for your
feet. (WebMD)
Additionally, women need to be very careful about other very fashionable but very bad for your feet shoes: spike
heels (anything higher than two inches) should only be worn for special occasions and limited time periods; pointy-toed shoes
can be a major cause of neuromas (pinched and inflamed nerves in the ball of your foot or around your toe) and, also, should
be worn only for limited time, special occasions only; or backless shoes that force your toes into a more active role when you

are walking, which can result in damage to the toes and, possibly, the development of hammertoes. (WebMD)

January 2013
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Healthwise Kids
He (God) creates each of us by Christ Jesus to join him in the work he does….Ephesians 2:10.

Do you have a favorite sports team? Since you live in North Carolina you may like the
Carolina Panthers. People who have a favorite team sometimes call themselves by that
team’s name. They might say proudly, “I’m a Carolina Panther.” You might even like
them so much that you go to their games as a spectator. As a spectator at a ball game you
would just sit in the bleachers and watch the athletes play the game. You might yell and
support them but they’re the ones down there doing all the real work.
At church it’s something similar. We get our name as Christians because we say we are
followers of Christ. But being a Christian is not a spectator sport. Yes, there are paid professionals, like the minister, the choir director and even the parish nurse but as Christians
we don’t just sit in the pews and let the staff do all the work. We need to do something to
help people just like Jesus did.
It would be easy for you to say that you are too young or too little to be able to help but
that’s just not true. Nobody is ever too young or even too old to help Jesus. Everybody
can take part in working for our Lord.
Do you have any ideas what you could do? Maybe you could think of something you
could do with a friend? Talk to Mom and Dad see what they say about your ideas. Draw
a picture below of you working for Jesus.
Miss Lois
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FAITH PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
6309 W. FRIENDLY AVE.
GREENSBORO, NC 27410
336.292.5704
Email: office@faithpresgso.org
Website: www.faithpresgso.org
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

JANUARY RESPONSIBILITIES
Elders of the Month – Lindsey Brown and Sandy Jones
Ushers: Vacant – Sign up in Church office

We are a loving faith family
Worshipping and serving God
And testifying in word and deed
As disciples of Jesus Christ
January 2013
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